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EFORE 1 enter on the particu- 
lars of my own life, it ſeems to 

me de Meceffary that I-ſtiould: give ſome 
account of thoſe to whom 1-owe-it : 


in conſequence of this/idea, Tacquaint 


my readers, that the names of my 
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parents were Thomas Gonzalez and 


Antonietta Perez. They were natives 


of Tegares, a ſuburb of Salamanca; 

I was called Lazarillo de Tormes, 
from being born on the river of that 
name, as l or recount Py: 


2+... 4 3 


My father; God reſt his ſoul ! had 
rented for fifteen years a mill on the 
River Tormes, and was allowed to 
be very expert. in the buſineſs of it. 
My mother, in paſſing the river one 


night, was ſeized ſo ſuddenly with the 


x pains incident to the ſituation ſhe was 
in, that I made my appearance before 
ſhe could reach home. I may there- 

fore Juſtly ſay, I was born on the 

river; and were I inclined, like ſome 
great men of paſt ages, to flouriſh 


over the account of my birth, I might i 


call myſelf a ſon of ſome river god; 
a ſingular event in my life would 
41131. 4 | ſtrengthen 
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firengthen the daim:; but I ſcorn de- 
ception; my readers will find I do not 
diſguiſe even what it may not be very 
glorious to diſcloſe. To return. I was 
ſcarcely eight years of age, when my 
father was accuſed of having given 
ſome cruel ſtabs to the ſacks of his 
cuſtomers ; he was taken up on this 
charge, confeſſed it to be true, and 
ſuffered like a hero the puniſhment 
inflicted by juſtice. 

At this period our ſoversign was 
raiſing anarmy againſt the Moors, in 
which my father, as he was obliged 
to quit his native place, engaged ; ; he 
got into the ſervice of an officer, to 
whom he proved fo faithful, that 
when his maſter took his departure 


from this world, his ſervant followed 
mm: ky 2 1170 3 


1 


B 2 My 
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\ My rea being let t thus with- 


apply to Tome good people, Fg to 
ain an honeſt livelihood, by follow- | 
10g their example, RT riels ths | 


AS» 


oP, . live in the town, here the 


a $%..+ 4 


* 


— i 25 the allo waſhed for the 
grooms of the commander of the 
Magdelans. In; conſequence of fr e- 
quenting the ſtables to fetch the li- 
men, ſhe attracted, the regard of a 
Moor , who Was ſuperintendant of that 
department; he became deſperately i in 
Jove with her; it was not in my mo- 
cher 8 nature to be cruel. 


in a ns time 1 eme ſuch 
ood. friends, that the Moor ofteri 
came to paſs his evenings at our houſe; ; 
it was dangerous going home in the 
dark, he therefore always ſtaid till 
1 | the 


LAZARILLO DE, TORMES. 6 
the morning and ſometimes he would 
«come too in the middle of the day, u un- 
der pretence of buying eggs, though, 
heaven knows, we had no hens. Thus 
by degrees, he got a complete foot- 
ing in the houſe. 


I was at firſt very *  Citdicate 
at this familiarity ; ; the black ſkin and 
ugly face of the Moor frightened me; 
beſides, I did not ſee what right he' 
had to quarter himſelf, on us in this 
banner but, perceiving | at length, * 
that we fared better ſince he paid nis 
lte I accommodated myſelf to them 
with all imaginable facility; in fact, 
het never came to ſee us without bring- 
ing a nice diſh of meat, or fowls ; he 
fupplied us alſo with bread and wine, 


and even with firing all the cold wea- 
er. | | 
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It is rather natural to ſu ppoſe, that 
this tender attachment would be at-" 
tended with ſome ſuſpicious circum- 
ſtances ; a trifling occurrence of this 
nature aroſe, for, one fine morning, 
my mother made us a. preſent of a 
prettly little black boy, to whom I 
WAS appointed nurſe. 


I remember one day, when my little 

brother could walk, the Moor wanted 

to play with him, the poor child ac- 

cuftomed to the ſight, of my mother 

and me, who were white, flew towards 

her, and pointing his finger in mock- 

ery at his father, cried out, mammy, 

mammy, the monſter! the monſter ! 
the Moor burſt out a laughing, and 
called him a little baſtard. 
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Though I was but a child, I reflect- 5 
ed deeply on what my little brother 
had * 
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had ſaid; and thought to myſal, that 
there were others in the world who. 

reproached their neighbours for want 
of m_— g memfelves. 


As il luck wed Have it, . con- 
neQion of my left handed father- in- 
law came to the ears of the com- 
mander, who ſet a watcly on him; 
and it was diſcovered that he robbed 
the horſes of their corn; that the | 
bran, the wood, the very E 
bruſhes, horſe cloths, and nen; 
ſhort, every thing diſappeared, 2 
were ſaid to be loſt; that rather than 
want the means of contributing to the 
ſupport of my mother and the child, 
the charitable Moor had even taken 
the ſhoes from the horſes feet to con- 


vert into money. 709950 
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This, and various other things of 
the kind were proved on him, for they 
queſtioned me ſo cloſely, threatening 
me with the moſt horrid puniſhments 
if I did not confeſs the truth, that my 
fears made me tell more than they 
aſked ;/I acknowledged even ſelling, 
by my mother's order, the locks of 
the ſtable aer, which her lover had 


1 — ou. 


«My inn was 3 in 
forma amplifſima, and my mother fon 
bid, on pain of a ſimilar caſtigation,, 
to put her foot in the command@r's 
Houſe again, or to admit the Moor 
into hers. Thus ended the loves of 
Zaide the Moor, and the fair Anto- 
nietta! My mother made a virtue of 
neceſſity, and bore her fate with 
chriſtian patience ; but, to avoid the 
uneafineſs that nieht be given her by 
cenſori- 


- LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 9 
cenſor1ous tongues, changed her place 
of reſidence, and took up her abode 
at an inn, where ſhe found employ- 
ment in waiting on the gueſts ; and as 
I was old enough to go on the er- 
rands of the houſe, we got by theſe 
means a decent livelihood. 
's bo 9 1 TY be EF, TT Tix * 
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r nne II. 


. enters into the err of .. a Hin ud Man. 
His Charadter. The Tricks they played each other. 


SEND old man came one day 
to refreſh himſelf at our inn, and 
being in want of ſomebody to con- 
duct him about, I was recommended 
to him as a ſharp lad, who would an- 
{wer his purpoſe. He queſtioned me, 
and being ſatisfied with my anſwers, 
| begged me of my mother; ſhe did 
not require much eloquence to per- 
ſuade her to part with me, but con- 
tented herſelf in recommending me 
to his care. She told him, I was the 
fon of an honeſt man, who was killed 
at the battle of Geleas ; ſhe hoped, 
with the bleffing of providence, I 

| ſhould 
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| ſhould be as good as my father; and 
as I was a poor orphan, ſhe A 
he ſhould as me as ** s child. 


'T or blind man was laviſh of: his 
Morey he aſſured her he ſhould, 
as ſhe deſired, treat me as his own 
child. My mother was ſatisfied ; and 
J entered into 1 ſervice of my NEW, 
Le old maſter. FLEE EN 2 Orlirt⸗ 


"= We Sande 0 ome few days longer 
in Salamanca, in which time I diſ- 
covered that my maſter exerciſed the 
profeſſion of a beggar; but as he found 
his talents met not the reward they 
merited in this town, he reſolved to 
ee Previous to our e e 


ſhe wept, kiſſed, and bleſſed me; ſay- 
ing, my mind miſgives me, my child, 
thak I ſhall never ſee you more; re- 
WF, B 6 ceive 


en ür r 


ceive then my laſt: adviee;; pr 
the example of your parents, and do 
not diſgrace your education; be ho- 
neſt; I have provided you a good 
muster make the moſt of your ad- 
vantages, and ne | be wen 
3 e elt A 
i Myr mothers tunſelfaps; ny 
e I reſolved to pay implicit obe- 
dience to her advice, and to follow 
the example ſhe had ſet me; if her 
ideas of goodneſs did not agree with 
the ideas of others on this ſubject, I 
hope my readers eee a 
Pons eee, | 
5 V i ad ad anos 
; cd iples formed by ſuch e 
as | had: been recommended for my 
model, L entered on the great world. 
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As ſoon as I returned. to my, maſter, 
we ſet out on our departure from Sa- 
lamanca. On our arrival at the hridge, 
I, perceived at one end of it, a figure 
| carved in ſtone, which Iooꝶedi like a 


E 1 aſked hg vgs ace bers 


ver near, and l ſhould bee it roar. 
x accordingly. put my head almoſt 
cloſe to it, filly enough to believe him: 
ben he found I beyed, be puſh- 
ed me ſo violently againſt the deviliſn 
beaſt, chat it almoſt ſplit my r full. 
L roaredꝭ out, ; though ; the .beaſt; Was 
ſilent; and my maſter burſt ont a 
laughing at the trick. he. had played 
me, ſaying at the ſame time, for! Y 
comfort, let this be a leſſon to thee, 
poor ſimpleton; Imo that he who 
Aeads the blind, ſhonld be more cun- 
ning than the devil. I camprebend- 
ed immediately the meaning of this 
2 2 enigma, 
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enigma, and as if awakened from the 
dreams of my childhood, ſaid to my- 
ſelf, faith, he is in the right, it is time 
to open theeyes of my underſtanding, 
_and think for myſelf; left to the wide 
-world, my wits are all I am to de- 
pend on for my proviſion. 


As we purſued our journey, my 
maſter taught me the jargon of his 
profeſſion; he found me an apt ſcholar, 
which ſo delighted him, that he ex- 

claimed, « Lazarillo, my child, I have 
neither gold nor ſilver to give thee, 
but I will give thee what is more 
precious, — good advice, — which 
will enable thee to maintain th yſelf 
handſomely, and to conduct thee with 
honor through the world.“ He was 
as good as his word for I can truly 
vouch, that I owe all I am to him; 
though blind himſelf, he enlightened 

8 | 1 


C 
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me, and ſhewed me the ways of 
Oey wildom. 


| Of al the bein gs nature ever pro- 
duced, there never was one who un- 
| derſtood how to ſee their advantage 
of human weakneſs, better than my 
maſ} er, He knew more tricks than one 
to gain a liv elihood ; magic, phyſic, 
and theology, were called as the 
occaſion demanded, to his aid. He 
Had love-powders for young girls to 
recover their faithleſs ſweethearts, 
charms for the cure of every diſorder, 
and prayers for the ſervice of the old 
devotees; theſe laſt he recited in a 
| low voice, but ſo diſtinctly, that the 
whole church admired his dey otion ; 
' and unlike thoſe of his kind; who were 
not ſo well verſed in the art, he em- 


 ployed no grimaces or contortions of 
countenance. 


In 
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in hs phyſical character, Galen was 
anovice to him ; his patients had ont 

to name their diſorder, and he found 
a remed y for it immediately ; one was 
defired to gather | ſuch a root, another 


to apply : a particular herb; on thoſe 
Who could pay for it, he pad relics 
to beſtow, w which would preſerve them 


WHY des 


from. every kind of evil. By theſe 


Place, through, which he paſſed, that 

we were always ſurrounded by a 

eroud, who Placed i implicit confidence 
in him ; ; the women in articular, 

bad ſuch faith, that they never ſwore 

but by 1 the blind man. Nor was fame 
the only reward of his talents; ; he g gain- 
ed very conſiderable ums of money; 
but he Was ſuch a miſerly wretch, 
that he would not allow me, with his 

own will, enough to keep life and 

foul þ gather ; may, to ſuch a pitch 
did 
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.did he carry this diſpoſition, that he 
not only ſtarved me, but himſelf too. 


8 fool would have fank a hundred 
times under my circumſtances. I,. 
however, in ſpite of the cunning of 
my old man, contrived by my tricks, 
and the deceptions I paſled on him, 
to outwit him; and generally was ſo 
fucceſsful as to gain the largeſt ſhare 
of whatever was given to him. To 
give my readers ſome idea of the 
ſtratagems I employed, I will relate 
a few of them, though they did not 
always end exact as 1 could. Ls 
to be ſure. 


He TRA carried the bread, meat, 
and whatever elſe was given to him, 
in a cloth wallet, which he faſtened 
with a padlock ; whenever he was 
oMliged to have recourſe to this re- 


poſitory, 
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politory, it was done with ſo many 
precautions, and he kept his accounts 
fo clearly, that old nick himſelf could 
not have robbed him of a crumb. 
When he had given me my portion, 
which I ſwallowed up with eaſe in two 
mouthfuls, he carefully locked up the 
wallet, and ſuppoſing it then ſafe, let 
it lay careleſsly by him; I watched my 
opportunities, and pretending I was 
otherwiſe engaged, drew near the 
wallet on tiptoe, and unripping one 
of the ſeams, helped myſelf to bread, 
meat, and whatever I liked, then ſewed 
it up again, and put it in its place; 
by this means I gained, if not enough 
to ſatisfy me, ſufficient to preſerve me 
from ſtarving. All the money I could 
ſcrape together, I converted into half 
clanes*, and nn his benedaet 


— 


* A ſmall Spaniſh e. coin, in a value 1 a fourth 


of our halfpenny. 
tors 
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tors extended their charity, I held my 

hand, and putting the whole clane 
(their uſual donation) haſtily into my 
mouth, I gave him a half clane, which 
was ready 1n my hand for the pur- 
poſe; and cunning as he was, I proved 
too many for him: When by the feel 
of the money he found his alis re- 
duced to half what it uſed to be, he 
complained bitterly. *<* What can be 
the reaſon of this, Lazarillo, he would 
ſay to me, ever ſince you have been 
with me, I have received only half 
what I uſed to get; nay leſs, for 1 
have known the times when the cha- 
ritable people have given me even a 
maravela. I muſt needs lay this at 
thy door; thou art an wnlucky lad.“ 


Perhaps ſome of my readers may 
agree with him. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Lazarillo, by various Stratagems;. gets the Lind 
Man's Mine; is diſcevered: his Maſter's Re- 


enge. 


M* maſter general y at our meals N 
| put his wine, which was in 
an earthen jug, on one fide of him; I. 
flily ſtretched out my arm, and giving 
it a couple of long, but ſilent kiſſes, 
put it back again with the: ſame care. 
This trick, however, did not procure 


me any laſting advantage, for my 


maſter perceiving by his draughts, 
that his quantity was | diminiſhed, 
to ſecure it in future, always bel 
it by the handle. 07 


His precautions only made me more 


ingenious in finding out devices; my 


next. 
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next plan was to procure a long ſtraw, 
by which theans I obtained a charm- 


FEET  ETL 


ing his Plat all at once, wa RA the 
jug between his knees, and kept one 


hand over the top, While he eat with 
the other. 


Finding chat this invention was of 
no further uſe, I ſet my brains to 
work to diſcover, ſome other that 
would ſerve my turn ; for I was grown 
To fond of my beverage by this time, 
that 1 would rather have gone 
Without clothes. I bethon ght my- 
elf therefore, of making a ſmall 
hole at the bottom of the j Jug, which 
1 cloſed with a bit of wax, When 
ſupper time came, under pretence of 


| Hong « cold, 1 ſat on the ground, 
. n 
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crouding between my maſter's legs, 
then taking a lamp, I applied the 
flame to the wax, which melted in- 
ſtantly, and a ſmall ſtream of wine 
ran into my mouth, which was placed 
ſo commodiouſly for its reception, 
that not a 2 drop went beſide 1 it. 


Wen the old man returned to the 
charge, he was aſtoniſhed to find the 
jug almoſt empty; he wiſhed the wine 
and jug at the devil, unable to con- 
ceive how it could have happened, that 
he was now outwitted, In the midſt 
of his grumblings, I ſaid, well, I hope 
you will now no longer ſuſpect me of 
drinking your wine ; you have taken 
your meaſures ſo well, that you muſt 
be convinced I could not get a drop. 
He made me noanſwer, but kept turn- 
ing the jug about, and feeling every 
part of it; his ſearch appeared inef- 
fectual, 


— 
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fectual, for he took no further notice 
then. 


The next day, ſuppoſing myſelf 
undiſcovered, I took my uſual place, 
and prepared to enjoy my bottle. I 
lay at my eaſe, my eyes half cloſed, 

ſucking in delicious draughts, when, 
all of a ſudden, without my having 

the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of his intentions, 
the blind man, with violent rage, 
ſeized with both hands this delight- 
ful but, cruel jug, and daſhed it down 
with all his ſtrength on my head. 

Unprepared for ſuch a blow, the 

old man's revenge was complete. I 

| thought the roof of the houſe had 

fallen in; in fact, the ſtroke was ſo 
well aimed, that I was deprived of 
all ſenſe and motion. The jug was 
broken in a thouſand pieces, ſome of 
which were buried in my face; beſides 

* which 
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Which, it broke half a dozen of my 
teeth, of which 1 one the loſs ha 
5 Hour, 


From that moment, Heaven forg ive 
me, 1 conceived ſuch an HOW to 
my wretch of a maſter, that I never 
ould conquer it; it was in vain that 
He afterwards attempted to make me 
forget! it by careſſes 8 A! and fair ſpeeches; 
this flattery, that 1 took a malicious 
pleaſure in the revenge he had had, 


and this made it ſick i in my gizzard, 


To forum to my ſtory. The old 
man, when he found he had ſuc- 
veeded in his intentions to his hearts 
content, waſhed . my wounds with 
ſome wine, and when I recovered, ſaid 
o me ſmiling, and pointing to the 
x Ne, « you ſee, Lazarillo, that robat 
T wounds 
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zoounds, can cure; but I was not in a 
humour to reh(h his . mots. 55 | of 

As 1 ben to recgynr 4 the Geary , 
fions and wounds which had ſo-cruelly - 
disfigured me, I conſidered; within 
myſelf, that if the blind man played 
me a few more of theſe tricks, he 
would ſoon! be rid of me; and as L. 
did not quite approve of this kind of; 
diſcharge, I reſolved to adopt one that; 
ſhould pleaſe me better, and at the 
ſame time revenge me of him; but L, 
delayed the execution of it till I Was 
perfectly cared; when I hoped à fa- 
vorable opportunity would occur. My. 
maſter, as if he was reſolved to fe-- 
cond my intentions by his condust,- 
ſoon returned to his old ways, ſo that 
if I had been inclined to forgive him, 
it would have been impoſſible. He: 
ſtarved and beat me in the moſt cruel; 

Kor. I. 1, manner, 
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manner, and tore the hair from my 
head, on the moſt trifling pretences; 
if any body out of compaſſion to me, 
remonſtrated with him, he directly 
told them the ſtory of the wine, ſay- 
ing, you believe that this is a poor 
innocent boy, who is very ill uſed, 
but I will ſoon convince you how much 
you are miſtaken; you ſhall judge 
whether the devil himſelf could be 
more wicked.” Thoſe who liſtened 
to him, croſſed themſelves, and ſaid, 
well, who would have thought that 
ſach a child could conceive tricks fo 
artful ; and, laughing at the recital, 
added, puniſh him, puniſh him, by all 
means, old man; God will reward 
you. Though the perſon to whom 
they ſpoke was blind, I will ſwear ha 
was not deaf, for he was very punc- 
| tual in following their adyſce: this 
Was not the way to make me forget 
the 


the wine buſineſs. However, I found 
means to be revenged, by leading him 
through all the naſtieſt places, and 
oyer the rougheſt roads; I did not 
mind having my ſhare on theſe oc- 

caſions, for 1 would willingly have 
parted with one eye, provided by that 


ſacrifice he had _ .- * he ward 
had them to loſe. 31690 


bd + bn > * 4 *M 1 * 
„ Fragen 18 * 278 + 3 
91 10 13 n F< FI: 304 7 r # 


Whenever he Aumbled over u 
rubbiſh; or got into any of the traps 
L laid for him, he was ſure to give 
me a rap of the ſkull, which was ſo 
often repeated, that I had lumps all 
over my head. It was in vairt that I 
_ aſſured him that I choſe the beſt 
road; the old rogue was too cunning 
to believe me. T prove to what a 
degree he carried this quality, I wilt 
relate a little ipeciert of his art. 
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mage dex ales rd ua 
Ks cee be lhingariivatl boiice: 


illi In. I 20 anos) 
XX "HEN, we quitted Salamanca, 
IVV. 1t was my maſter s dleſign to 
travel towards Toledo fornthough 
that place was not celebrated for the 
charity of its inhabitants, hey were 
known. to have the power, if they had 
not the inelination, to give ; and he 


agr eed with the 1 od Pre verb. that 


fays, mare is to be got hy riches with-- 


qut chari iy: than poverty . with it. We 
thexefore took that road, and paſſed 
through all the principal towns. 


Theſe which we found hoſpitable. we 
remamed ſome Aays in; from thoſe. 
which were - otherwiſe; We! 1 peedily 
** | | 
"TYEAHD 2: - It 
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It was im tlie ſcafoim of vine vintage 
ths we paſſed throngh/ a village cal- 
led Almorax. A vintager gave us out 
of charity a bunch ef grapes. My 
old man would fain have:kept them, 
to nun his panty diſpoſition; but 
they had been bruiſed, and therefore, 
if put into che: wallet; -would} have 
become mouldy, and ſpoilt theiveſtiof 
the larderz; in fpite>of himfel” he 
therefore found he fhould be obliged 
io eat them immediately, and willing | 


to take every advantage of the cir- 


cumſtance, he tried to make up to 


me, as he thought, the blows he 
had been more than ne laviſh: of 


' ii having held thes ame a con- 
ſiderable time in his hand, debating, 


as I conjectured, whether it was belt 


to eat them or not, for I was pretty 


Hints 5 3 . well 


"2x7 


«Loren — 


Cd 
\ = \ = ===> = = 
* 2 "ut > l = — 8 — 45 bf -* Lk 9 3 SES 2- yg - 
N 9 1 — . - 2 Sh 8 nd 8 5 * 
* > by — — — IE — 8 2 — 
* or * % - bh, = 4 WM. 1 - 4 * . my —_ «os * EIS. 2 
2 xi * ”= * * 2 5 
* = — — — p 
. - Py * * 8 10 
8 — XL L _ bas uy — — — — = 


= = — - * 
R o N — — q , 8 — 
1 2 N row E, - - n = 
be ˙ A RT Te K 2 bo 
— — — — 2 , g q —— — . — 
© 4 - > - 4. 5 7 n . — — — 3 — 
1 0 — * * —— — 6 — — < — —— — — — — — — — 
q — WO — — — . 2 - - 3 — 5 — — — 2 — — 
. - — - o . — FER — a = — —— — "IS —— — - 4 Z — 
- . I» = 5 — 2 — 2 3 IH.” by — — — — — nn —_ — T r 
: - — 5 e 7 T — — n — . — — — - . 
— —— ͤ —äÜ— mens — —— : —. = — 2 
my gt — — - — — 8 — — an — - 
er re eee eee ee CEE CEE — = - a 0 — — — — — "xz. 
in — — — 
_ yo — ” - — — — 2 
— — — — - 2 . — ———— — — — — — - — — ow 
— - — — — — — — — on — — — 4 4 — — — — — a — 
- A — ws on ——— — = — Mn — — 22 - — — Wm — 7 
—_—— — 6 — * — 
_ A 


” — menos — 
— ä—— — — 


— 3 5 
a * 
— = - hg <: 
- S - — _ 
* ” 
— opened». 
— — 
— — 


— 
_— — = 
— — — 

— * — 
— —— 
— — 


. 
2 —— AER 
* — — 
— — 
— 
— 


go I '/ 'THE LIFE or 


well acquainted with the arguments 
held betwixt his appetite and his ava- 


rice; he at length deſired me to lead 


him to ſome comfortable reſting place, 
which, when 1 had done, he ſaid, 
*, we will have a treat to day, Laza- 


rillo; Iwill divide this bunch of grapes 
with thee; we will ſhare them equally, 
like brothers. To do this fairly, we 
muſt take one a- piece at a time. 


Now mind thee dos'nt cheat me. 1 

promiſe thee faithfully to be true co 

* n on my ſid e. 
0 bur St Fat lh 8 41 


TY was agreed on, e we get 0; 


but at the ſecond attack, the old 
rogue changed his mind, and took 


two each time; ſeeing that he thus 


cancelled His promiſe, I thought 1 had 
a right to follow his example, and to 
puniſh him for the default; therefore, 

not ſatisfied * ſimply doing that, 
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crammed them into my mouth, as 


many as I could get at once. 


You will: judge; my: good-readat, 
that they were ſoon finiſhed. When 
my maſter perceived they were al - 


ready diſpatched, he ſhook his head, 


and ſaid, thou haſt cheated me, 
Eazarillo ; I believe from my ſoul thou 


haſt eat two ata time.” . Me! replied 


I; I beg your pardon there; I have 
a conſcience as well as other folks.“ 


Oh, to be ſure, ſaid the fly knave ; 


but I am ſure Iam right; confeſs the 
truth,” you have eat two at a time. 
The idea of his being ſo far from the 
mark, tickled my fancy, ſo that I burſt 


out a laughing; but my old man ſoon 


made me laugh on the other ſide of 
my mouth, for he gave me with his 
great mutton fiſt a blow on the head 
that made my ears ſing, and my teeth 
C 4 dance, 
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dance, ſaying at the ſame time, ſo 
thou doſt think thou haſt impoſed on 
me, but for once, I was prepared for 
.thy tricks, and counted the grapes 
before we began, ſo that I know thou 
-muſt have crammed them by dozens 
don that voracious throat of thine.” 
I muttered out, that he had firſt 
broke the bargain ;” and am not 1 
thy maſter? (ſaid he) learn, my young 
knave, that power fanctions every 
action in this world; gain but that, 
and thou mayeſt defy law, juſtice, and 
every thing that oppoles thy wiſhes. 
IJought to remember this leſſon I am 
ſure, thought I, for it has been well 
beat into my bead, and you may re- 
| wo "_ Ben it to me, ald man. 


Not to fati gue my ee 1 too 
? 2 5 anecdotes of the ſame kind, 
en L could relate a hundred ſuch 
A ſerapes 
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ferapes 1 got into, L ſhall content my- 
ſelf with reciting one more. I. did 
not make a very ſhining, figure i in it, 
to be ſure, but as I ſet out with the 
promiſe of being a yery | faithful hiſ- 
torian, I reſolye, to be true to my 
word; and, I recommend to all thoſs 
Who like me, write the adventures 
Which have befallen them, to relate 
the whole. truth, though it ſhould 
chance to prove that they have de- 
; ſerved to be We | f to 
3 e took: up his, 3 one 
f prom in an inn at the town of Eyealona, 
a place of conſiderable note, and de- 
© fired me to roaſt for his dinner a fine 
| ſauſage that had been given him; 
when it was almoſt done enou gh, he 
todk a maraveda from his 0 and 
een my to, wal ſome wine. 1 


I 


nd a rr 


* . Tur LIFE OF 


Ihe old proverb, which ſays, Tis 
opportunity makes the knave,” was veri- 
fied on this occaſion, / for the devil 


did not fail to make uſe of it for my 


temptation. I had watched with 
longing eyes the ſauſage as it turned 
round on the ſpit, and was thinking 


' how I could make myſelf maſter of it, 


without being detected; 1 had no 
chance, put by Fiubttitatin g ſomething 
in its place, of having even a taſte, or 
of eſcaping undiſcovered. As I was 
debating this, the arch fiend, who 
helps us on theſe occaſions, directed 
' my eyes towards a large rotten turnip, 
which had been thrown into a corner 


as good for nothing. The old man and 


* were alone; I reſolved therefore to 
run all riſks; and while he was em- 


ployed in taking the money out of 


His pocket, I ſnatched up the ſpit, 
took off the ſaulage, and put the 
turnip 
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turnip in its place. I then took the 
money, and my maſter reſumed the 
ſpit. Well, thinks I, I wonder whether 
he will make that roaſt, which others 
r ata too bad to boil. * 62 


1 a0 the rliflinl morſel as 
1 went along; at my return, I found 
my old maſter cooking up the turnip ; 
he had placed it between two pieces 
of bread, which, when he put to his 
mouth and bit, ſoon diſcovered the 
cheat; turning pale with paſſion, he 
exclaimed, * What the devil can this 
mean! what have you been n. 
Mr. Lazarillo?“ | 


« Ay, to be ſure, (ſaid I) Lazarillo 
is always in fault, let what will hap- 
pen; you know I have been for the 
wine, ſo I cannot be to blame ; ; I ſup- 
0 6 poſe 
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Poſe ſome body came in while I was 
Me. ans has OY you this trick.” 


vite;ts „Ne no; no „ck thing Pot NY 
my maſter ; the ſpit has never been 
out of my hand, and nobody has been. 
here. I began to ſwear and vow 
that] had not touched it; but all my 
proteſtations were in vain ;. it was im- 
poſſible to. deceive the ſharp-witted 
rogue. He roſe up in a great hurry, 
and ſeizing me by the head, he re- 
ſolved to try whether my throat would 
not confeſs the truth my tongue had 
denied. He prepared to ſmell my 
breath, and his paſſion would not al- 
low him to fulfil his intentions by 
halves; for opening my mouth with 
both hands, he forced bis long ſharp 
noſe into it. I was ſo frightened, that 
1 took it at firſt for his foot, for the 

end of it was in my throat. | 
The 
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Ihe little time that the ſauſage had 
found to ſettle itſelf, added to my ap- 
prehenſions; and the effect of having | 
my breath ſtopped. by this elephant's 
trunk, were circumſtances that tend- 

ed to complete my maſter's triumph, 

and my diſgrace; for ſo deſperate a 
that by a violent effort, I difcharged 
at once the ſauſage from my ſtomach, 
and the vile noſe from my throat: at 
that inſtant, I wiſhed myſelf buried 
a2 hundred feet under ground, for dead 
"be * thought myſelf. 1% app 


The fury of the old Cypich aroſa, to 
| Cach a height on this occaſion, that if 


the noiſe I made had not drawn ſome 
body towards us, I believe he would 
have ſtrangled. me. They gat; me 
from him, deſpoiled of the few. re- 
maining hairs that had been left from 


former 
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former ſkirmiſhes, my face bruiſed, 
my eyes black, my noſe bloody, and 
my throat flayed; I forgave his treat- 
ment of the latter, becauſe it was the 
"ſource of all my misfortunes, and de- 
ſerved the puniſhment it received. 
The old man took care to tell every 
body that would liſten to him the hiſ- 
tory of my exploits, beginning with 
the wine, andending with the ſauſage: 
his auditors were ſo diverted, that they 
laughed till I thought they would have 
ſplit their ſides; and to own the truth, 
there was ſomething ſo ridiculous in 
his manner of relating them; he took 
me off ſo exactly, that greatly as I 
ſuffered, 1 could not help laughing 
and crying at the fame time. 


But 1 fincerely regretted that 1 
had not profited by the occaſion which 
had offered, of being amply revenged 


ON 
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on him, by biting off his noſe; he 
would ſurely have had great aſſurance 
to complain, when it was he that put 
it into my bead. No doubt my ſtomach 
would have been more careful of this 
depoſit than it was of the other, and 
1 ſhould only have been even with the 
old rogue 5 for he often ſnapped my noſe 
fic nero wi ee 


The hoſteſs and other people who 
were preſent, when they were tired of 
laughing, ſet themſelves to make up 
our quarrel, which was at length 
effected. They then proceeded to 
waſh my face and throat with the 

wine that I had fetched. My old 
man could not reſiſt this occaſion to 
rally me anew. *« Truly, ſaid he, this 
little knave coſts me more in wine to 
cure his wounds in one year, than I 
ſpend in drinking it in two.” You 
5 e muſt 
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muſt confeſs, Lazarillo, thou oweſt 
more to wine than even to thine own 
father; thou art indebted to him for 
"Bi only once, whereas to. wine thou 
art indebted-for it every day. If thou 
{ant not bappy in thy cups, ſure: no one 
ever was. Thoſe who heard him 
laughed moſt heartily, While I as 
heartily curſed him in my own mind, 
for the cauſe and effect of this raillery. 
I have ſince reflected on the occaſion 
I gave him for uſing me ſo ill, and 
, confeſs my conſcience reproaches me, 
though I generally came off ſecond. 
1 et „ 
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CHAPTER: hor 


Lazarill quits Fe en 1 his Mefterin in a 
e 1 


Tus laft trick 5 my — 8 de- 
termined me to put the reſolu- 
tion I had embraced of quitting him, 
in practice; and to make him repent 
of his conduct towards me, which 
1 then thought very unmerited; to 


accompliſn this, purpoſe, I made uſe 
of the iollowing: means. 


The day * the laſt mentioned 
adventure, we ſet out to beg charity 
in the town; it had rained very much, 
and continued to do ſo ſtill; we there- 
fore took our ſtation ander a porch 1 in 
one of the capital ſtreets, where a 
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number of paſſengers going by, gave 


us the beſt chance of gaining alms. 


We continued there till night, when 
the rain ſtill increaſing, my maſter 
faid, „ Lazarillo, this rain is very un- 
lucky; we had better return home.” 
To do this, it was neceſſary to paſs over 
alittle rivulet, which the rain had very 
much enlarged. I had obſerved, that 


oppoſite to one part of it, there was 


a deep hole into which all the mud, 


offals, and ordure of the neighbour- 
hood were thrown. I formed my 
plan from this obſervation, and as we 


approached the rivulet, ſaid, © maſter, 


the rain has increaſed this ſtream ſo 
much ſince the morning, that there 
1s but one place where we can get 
over it, and even then we mult give 
a good jump; but if you will follow 
my directions, you ſhall eſcape with- 
out being wet.” You are in the right, 


| Lazar illo , 


LAZARILLO DE TORMES. 43 


Laxarillo, replied he; it is: e un- 
wholeſome to have wet feet.” 


']. obſerved, hun the b n | 
were gone, of which there were not 
many then, as the rain was very heavy, 

and leading my tyrant juſt oppolite 
to the above mentioned hole, ſaid, 
< we are come now to the narroweſt 
part; give a good jump, and you will 
de ſafe lodged. As it rained ſo hard, 
the old man was impatient to get 
home; he therefore ſaid, place me 
Where I mnſt leap, and do you go 
over firſt. Lobeyed him, and took 
my meaſure ſo well, that when, ac- 

cording to my directions, he gave a 
good ſpring,” he fell up to his chin in 
this ſweet bath. Surpriſe and rage 
together, 1 ſuppoſe, almoſt choaked 

him, for he ſtruggled without ſpeak- 
ing a word. I took the opportunity 
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this ſilenee gave to make my adieu; 

ſaying, you ſee my good maſter, I 
have profited by your leſſons and ex 
:ample ; ł have made REY power, 
and you feel 51 effect of it. e 
F 1 | TP FEE 


1 * 
19 411 3X55 3 


— — you fd 0 . a nada 
wm. L wonder it ſhould fail. you 
in ſmelling a feaſt. I then buirſt out a 

laughing; and added, good bye! 
heaven help Nu On this: the old fel- 
low recovered from his ſtupefaction; 
he roared like a town bull, „and 1 
took to my heels, and run as if one of 
thoſe animals had in reality been be- 
hind me. I did not ſtop till I got to 
the next village, and never have heard 
ofm y old maſter from that day to this. 
I confeſs, I have not given myſelf a 
d deal of trouble in the enquiry. 
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Laxarillo enters into the aebi wy a Cuinate We 
queda. A. 5 Maſter's Auarice: and this Miſery 


in conſepuenteo.. % 2197  £1901111019708 


0 chinking mylelf 5 2 Where 
I "as, 1 made the belt « of 1 my. 
an 105 anpther village : at a greater 
dil ſtings! wh ich was named acqueda: 
here, for my ins, 20 met with a prieft, 
whom I ſuppoſed, was the curate of 
the place, as he proved. I went up to 
him to beg alms; he aſked me if I could 
aſſiſt at the performance of maſs. 
Treplied in the affirmative; ; for pang, 
the old blind! man "fed me very in in 
ſome reſ pects, 1 muſt, 1 in 91 1 to. 
| him, 50h that Hela not fail to'gi 

me'ſome' ON] inftri&ions; this) Was 
eng the number, F 


fe? 4 1 £74 £3 1 * & 4 
£ - * * * - 4 


k. — * 
4 e . . 
IH The 
4 


9 


A 
2 —4 


* 


46 rug UFE or 


The prieſt, on this information, 
took me into his ſervice, and I ſoon 
found that I had got out of the frying- 
pan into the fire: for though the old 
man was avarice itſelf, I ſwear” his 
covetouſneſs was prodigality, when 
compared with this man's. If 1 
quinteſſence of avarice had b 
ſqueezed out of the hearts of all — 
miſers on earth, it would not haye 
equalled what he poſleſſed. I know. 
not whether it was born with him, 
or whether he had aſſumed it as a 
part of his e 1 


* — 
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He had in an ee A large 
nk with an excellent lock to it, 
the key of which was tied with a long 
ſtring to his doublet: whenever he 
came from church, the ſacrament 
bread brought from thence was de- | 
poſited by himſelf in this cheſt, and 

pg he 
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he was very careful in obſerving that 
it was locked. In all other houſes I 

perceived there were appearances of 
ſome proviſion for the family, either 
bacon hung up in the chimney corner, 
cheeſes, whoſe agreeable ſcent delight 
eld the noſe, or at worſt, ſome cruſt 

of bread to be picked up; but my 
maſter encouraged no ſuch prodiga- 
lity ; he even forbid me to look at 
them when. they came in my way, 
telling me, it was by ſubduing my. 
appetites, that I muſt reach heaven. 


Our larder conſiſted of a box of 
onions, and the key of this was ſo 
carefully ſecured, that I could not, if 
I had been ſtarving, have found means 
to get one more than my uſual allow 
ance; which was given every four 
days. I was preſented then with four 
ne. Sometimes indeed, when he 
had 
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had company, he would give me the 
key of this precious repoſitory, ſay- 
ing, at the ſame time, make haſte 
back, I defire; you think of nothing 
but eating all day long. Would any 
body ſuppoſe this young knave was 
quite an epicure? To hear him run 
on thus, one would have thought the 
greateſt rarities were kept in his lar- 
der, whereas, I ſwear, the miſerable 
box of onions were the only things 
to be found there, and theſe he count - 
ed fo regularly, that if I unfortunate- 
ly played the voluptuary, in taking 
one more than my allowance, I paid 
you dear for it. 5 | 


The n b this diſtrict are ah c 

lowed to eat ſheeps heads on a Satur- 
day. My maſter, on one of theſe 
days, ſent me to buy one, which coſt 


| three maravedas. When it was baked,” 
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he eat the eyes, tongue, brains, and 
all the meat; in fine, when he had 
made a complete ſkeleton of it, he 
handed me the diſh, faying, "<<. there; 
Lagzarillo, for once in thy life thou 
ſhalt have a feaſt; confeſs that thou 
wilt fare better than the pope!” 
Heaven grant you ſuch all the days 
* h life,“ nee y to n 
* TL, Ir e e 
aer che end of three wats which 
1 had paſſed in his ſervice; I grew 
ſo weak that I could hardly ſupport 
myſelf. on my legs. I was making 
large ſtrides towards that place which 
we can approach without the uſe of 
limbs, viz. the grave, when providence, 
and my own induſtry, furr me 
| with nere AI reef lon gt 


x 
4 


. 20 203: ile ; ef: tf 19 4 this * 15 A 1 5 
I had lot my brunn to work day And 


. to hit upon ſome expedient 
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that * 
beimg flarvett/to denth, but was long 
ufiſuocefsful ; for though , had been 
as cunning as twenty. devils, it would 
not hawe availed meg there was nor 
thing vn wich to exreiſe miy genius ; 
or if there had, opportunity would 
have been waiting 5 / for Thad no ſuch 
object to deal with. as my old blind 
man; on the contrary, my new maſter 
Had che eyes of Argus. When we 
_ were at maſs; he was more occupied 
ind watching me, than in attending 
to the duties of his function; he kept 
ons eye n his pariſhioners, and the 
other en my hands, whenever the 
offerings, were made; and ſo exactly 
did he keep the account, that during 
the whole time of my rather 
dying) with him, I could not get 
a, _— ae e cane. 2d. 
EG [107343 a1. 13.5. x EIT 
#arty .. > tt 140 % He 
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He never gave me the trouble to 
fetch any wine for him; for he was 
ſo excellent a manager, that he con- 
trived to make the little that remain- 
ed of what was uſed on Sundays at 
the church, laſt him the reſt of the 
week. This healſs kept in the cheſt; 

and, by way of concealing his avarice, . 

he uſed to ſay to me, * it is requifed 
of people of our profeſſion, my child, 
to live in temperance and ſobriety; 
and I wiſh to ſhew my brethren an 
example. But the miſerable wretch 
lied like the devil; for whenever he 
could indulge his appetite at other 
peoples expence, which was the 
caſe at funerals, and upon ſeme 
other occafions, he would eat like 
a wolf, and drink like a templar. 
Here, heaven pardon me for it, I muſt 

confeſs, I never ſo much Uefired the 


death of my neighbour, as- Fdid at 
D 2 this 
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this- time; indeed, it was the only 
means [thought of preſerving my 
own life; and . charity begins at bome. 
Hence therefore, I prayed molt fer- 
vently, that God of his infinite mercy 
would take unto himſelf at leaſt one 
01 our ere eg n a is 


W we were called i into pray 5 
any one who was very ill, the curate 
had no occaſion to deſire me to be de- 
vout; I was too much intereſted in the 
event, not to pray with all my ſoul. 
To be ſure I did not adhere ſtrictly 
to the form of prayer uſed on theſe 
occaſions, viz. that providence would 

diſpoſe of the ſick man according to 
Its good will; but prayed, that he 
might be received immediately into 

Paradiſe. If any one eſcaped after 

this, I wiſhed them at the devil a 
thouſand times, whereas my bleſſing 

ever 


x 
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ever went with thoſe who bad the 
1 to "Je. n 


K * 
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1 watched over all the invalids as 
anxiouſly as if I had been the heir of 
each ; and like my brethren, the black 
coats in the air, anticipated my feaſt 
while the body had ftill breath in it. 
Often when 1 paſſed A decripit wretch, 
who had one foot in the grave, I 
thought within myſelf, —there goes a 
ſupper for Lazarillo. I had attained 
ſuch a degree of perfection in the art 
of calculating on theſe oceaſions, that 
my feaſt days were almoſt as ſure of 
arriving according to my prediction, 
as thoſe marked in the calendar. But 
in fix months which I paſſed with the 
® curate, only twenty of theſe red letter 
days preſented themſelves, and they 
but contributed to make faſting more 
Een to me; in ſhort, I began 
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at length to wiſh for my own death, 
inſtead of that of others ; ; but it ſeem- 
ed to elude my gralp, though — 
in view. 

lt often came into my head to quit 
my maſter, but I was reſtrained by 
the following reaſons. In the firſt 
place, I was fo weak that I could not 
depend on my legs to carry me out 
of reach. In the next, I conſidered 
that my firſt maſter having put me; 
by ſtarving and ill uſage in the road 
to the grave; and the ſecond, driven 
me to the very brink of it; if I had 
ventured on a 1 might have 
puſhed me in (as I always dreaded 


falling from had to worle): and. 


there were times when I did not quite 8 
reliſh the thought of being no more 
heard of. Belides theſe reaſons, I 

Hog another ; the curate had taught 
2” | me 


* 
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me to read, and I was learning to 


write; I was not ſo perfect in this 


laſt as I withed, and I was anxious to 
make every advantage in my power 


of the wretch before IL quimted him. 


I hope my readers will felicitate me 


and himſelf on the effect oF the laſt 


cauſe that determined me, yince:to-# 
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MU 87 ibs q notwithfiandi ing 
1 all my reaſoning, that J found it 
man difficult to ſupport myſelf under 
ſo much miſery, and had called upon 
every ſaint in the calendar ſo long to 
no purpoſe, that I began to think I 
was forſaken by heaven and earth 
too. One day, that by good luck, 
the curate was out, as I was deplor- 
ing my wretched condition, a tinker | 
came to the door, or rather, I believe, 
it was my guardian angel, who was 
ſuffered in pity to my miſery to take 
that form for my relief. He enquired 
if there was any. thing for him to 
mend. Alas! * I to myſelf, 
AH 1 "+ if 
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if you could mend all that requires 
it in this houſe, I would furniſn you 
with employment enough. This re- 
flection was ſucceeded by one which 
certainly was inſpired from above. 
« Maſter, ſaid I; I have had the miſ- 
fortune to loſe the key of this cheſt, 
and am afraid the curate will pugilfi N 
me ſeverely. if he diſcovers it; pray 
try, if among that large bunch of 
keys that you have there, if one will 
not fit the lock; I will find a means 
to repay you for your trouble, and 
va will do' me a ne ne fervioes:! | 
T he n Nb We any 
more intreaties, ſet about trying the 
keys, and as I watched him in all the 
eagerneſs of hope, prayed moſt fer- 
vently for ſucceſs. His ſtock was al- 
moſt exhauſted in vain, when, to my 
N ſurpriſe, for I had almoſt 
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given the thing up, the cheſt was 
opened. It ſeemed to me as if at the 
ſame time heaven was opened to my 
view. With ſuch rapture did I be- 
hold the bread ! In a tranſport of joy 
1 ſaid to the tinker; muy friend, 
I have no money to pay you, but in- 
ſtead of it, Iwill give you one of thoſe 
loaves; take your choice. He took 
me at my word, and choſe the beſt, 
with which he went away very well 
ſatisfied, but {till nat half ſo pleaſed 
as me. Well, ſaid Ito myſelf, L have 
Heard; it-is a long lane that bas no 
turning; 1 find it true ; and that af 
never rains Rows it pours.” | | 


— 


I did a8 . ; take immediate 
advantage of the benefit of my key; 
For I was afraid the curate would miſs 
the bread, if more than one loaf was 
taken at a time; _ indeed, know- 
i : ing 
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hunger; ſerved in a great meaſure to 
appeaſe it; I concluded tao, that it 
was impoflibleiſhould euer heplagued 
again by the approaches of faminas 
that he would never dare to attack 
me in futura. As I was empldyed/thus 
by the- delightful hopes of, having 
gained a complete vittory cover m 
enemy; my maſter cams it and haps 
pily Biden not cmi the 136-170 


Of A fiipat [nah 


07 Latuast I.nsfto.zsaavaok 
Abenden in Wade nn N 
| day, Lopened the cheſt 1 
oh of the deſſed louves, which Was aut 


3 


6f fight before my maſter could have 
ſaid grace. I then ſhut the cheſt, 
and locked it very carefully ; after 
Which, 1 proceeded ta ſweep the 
room. I performed this with the ut 
moſt. cheerfulneſs, for 1 was in fuch: 
tpwits, 1 thought I trod in air, and 
, DDG 
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f top poſed my preſent happinefs' muſt 
laſt for ever. My tranſports laſted 
all that day, and the next; but I was 
too uſifortunate ton remain lon g at 8 
eaſee 5 mildo"7qq9 oi ais98 
water of etvh: en bio, eil 2843. 
I was ſeized withia panic the third 
day; when TL ohſerved iy devil of a 
maſter mot} vnkiaſonebl yapproach'the 
| oheſt, which he rummaged- over and 
over an hundred times, counting the 
loaves as often. I ſeemed to take no 
notice during chis unfortunate ſearch, 
but offered up my prayers: to all the 
faints:in heaven. Bleſſed Saint John, 
faid I, have pity on thy e nw 
* chis 2 nat 80 
5D V e ee £18 
91 „After n Fa a” e 
time calculated by his fingers, the 
days, and then the ſacred loaves, 
he ſaid, well truly, if this cheſt 
RIO u 9 a 


was not ſo well ſecured 1 could haye 
ſworn ſomebody had beem ſtealing my 
bread ; however, I ſhall be more ex- 
act in future in keeping the account. 
Let me ſee, there are now nine loaves 
and a half; my beft! ways 1 believe, 
Will be to mark them on the lid. 
Lazarillo, fetch me a piece of chalk.” 
Lobeyed him, however, unwillingly, 
feaſting. He marked the number in a 
capital figure on the lid, 1 Wu : 
en it ns an and all. | 


bell Was giving myſelk x up to W 6 
at this cruel ſtroke, When my good 
genius again preſented me with an 
idea to prolong my enjoyment. My 
maſter, as I have ſaid, had taught me 
to write; and I had alſo learnt a little 
arithmetic. I hoped to ſhew on this 
nen that I had. profited as much 
295 IL OE by 
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bythe leſſons given ie in this place, 
as in the lafi; I wiſhed to prove that 
eee | 3 
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proſeantion of my new plan, I got 
ſome ald writings of my maſter's, 
containing his calculations, of which 
he was very fond; when his back was 
turned, I ſet about copying the fi- 
that it would have deceived even him, 
Ideferred, however, the completion of 
my project for a day or two, when I 
thought his ſuſpicion would be lulled. 
I prepared then to repay the ſelf- 
denial 1 HOI I went to that 
beloved cheſt, which, from an enemy; 
I had made into a kind friend; 
and by the magical power of figures; 
conjured a loaf out of it. I then ſhut 
it ee — and reſolvad to be 


moderate, 
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moderate, that I might avoid giving; 
ſuſpicion. My maſter did not dii- 
cover the impoſition, or ele doubted 
the evidence of his own ſenſes ; for 
in ſubſtituting one figure for another, 
I had ſo exactly counterfeited his cha- 
racters, that he wonld have {worn to 
them. We went on very well for a 
week; but as ſecurity hegets.careleſſneſs, 
I became inattentive to the rules I had 
laid down for myſelf ; and thought, 
that inſtead of the morſel I allotted, 
I might as well ſatisfy my appetite, 
I did this, by devouring a whole loaf, 
But I ſoon found the truth of what 
J had been ſo often taught, that 
te the gratification of inordinate ap- 
petites, brings its own punifhment; 
for I perceived next day, my maſter's 
ſuſpicions were again rouſed: but J 
thought myſelf ſo ſecure from detec+ 
tion, that I continued my indulgence. 
The 
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The curate, however, was too cun- 
ning for me, for without ſaying any 
thing, he rubbed out the chalk from 
the hd of the cheſt, and put the ac- 
8 count down i in 5 3 
K b 

Wen 1. m that there was now 
no longer any hopes for me, I mut- 
tered a thouſand curſes againſt the 
avaricious monſter. I thought I ſaw 
death coming to ſeize me; and the 
very idea of the miſeries I was to en- 
dure, made 1 me ſuffer them by anti- x 
« param 2 


When he was gone out of the houſe, 
I placed: myſelf on my knees before 
the cheſt. I looked at the loaves, 
counted them, {melt them, and gave 
them a thouſand kiſſes. After this, 
I took a thin ſlice from one that had 
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been cut, and this was all that Idared | 
1 do. 


Thus 1 went on Fe foveral ys] ; 
more wretched than ever; for my 
ſtomach being accuſtomed to more 
nouriſhment, grumbled and growled 

exceſſively at the privation; the pains 
of hunger ſeemed more inſufferable 
than ever. I thought 1 muſt die. 
When alone, my ſole employment 
was to open and ſhut the cheſt, to 
contemplate the bleſſed bread, which 
I, however, was ready to curſe, be- 
cauſe I could not make it ſubſer vient 
to my enen 


Oh ye, my fellow ſufferers ! who 
have had all that is moſt dear to ye 
brought to your view without a poſ- 
ſibility of enjoying it; whether you 

are an epicure, who have ſeen a turtle; 
RD -- a vo- 
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a votary of Bacchus, who "oy beheld 
the ſparkling goblet filled to the brim; 
a lover, bleſſed by the ſmiles of your 
Chloe, or that Chloe who has contem- 
plated . the ſweeteſt cap that ever 
came out of the hands of a milliner, 
oh, judge of my feelings on this occa· 
lion by yon own, and commiſerate the 
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CHAPTER var 


Lazio ply the, Part of a Moo. 


Bonn to * che ho of 8 
7 when I thought my misfortune 
irremidiable, a new idea brought me 
relief; tis ſaid, bunger Jharpens the 
wit; it certainly ſet mine to work. 
One day that I was conſidering the 
cheſt with fixed attention, I began to 
think, that as it was very old, and 
even broke in ſome places, I might 
contrive ſo as to make my maſter 
believe the mice had made their way 
into it. As to taking a whole loaf, 
that I found was rendered impoſ—- 
ſible; but what was to prevent my 
playing the mouſe, to gain ſome re- 
bief; I thought the ſcheme ſo feaſible, 
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that I reſolved to rehearſe my part 

immediately. I therefore took a lump 
out of three or four of the loaves, 
and then holding them over the cheſt, 
I ſcratched the hole with my nails, 
ſo as to give it*the appearance of hav- 
ing been knibbled ; this was done ſo 
well, that I had no fear of detection; 
and once more experienced the ſatiſ- 
faction of being freed from the cruel 
. of e, | 


When dinner time came, my maſter 
beheld'the fine works that had been 
carried on in his garriſon. He imme- 
diately attributed it to the rats, and 
began to examine the cheſt. Perceiv- 
ing the holes, he ſaid, © ſee here, La- 
zarillo, what a ſiege has been laid to 
the bread: laſt night.“ I was very 
much ſurpriſed of courſe, and aſked 
eur what it could poſſibly be? What, 


anſwered - 
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anſwered he, why ſome mad rats to 
be ſure, who would knaw the devil, 
if they, met with him.” Take. care 
of thyſelf then, thought . if rats are 
after that food, for thou art akin, Il 
ſwear. 


| We fat down to dinner, and this 
trick was of twofold advantage to 
me, for he gave me more bread. than 
uſual, carefully paring away all round 
where be thought the rats had been, 
and handing it me, ſaying, © there, 
Lazarillo, eat that; it is very good; 
mice are clean animals.” My daily 
allowance was thus increaſed, and 1 
may ſurely boaſt, that I gained my bread 

by the work of my, hands, n er a 
word of N. nails.) 


We had no 1 Gniſhed o our e 
(it that can be faid to be finiſhed which 


Was 


bn — - So, 


* » 
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was never probably began) than my 


heart died away within me, to fee the 


provident prieſt take the old nails out 
of the walls, and pick up all the pieces 
of wood that lay about, to ſtop up 
the holes in the cheſt ; this he per- 
formed ſo effectually, that he did not 

leave a paſſage for even a fly.—Alas! | 
thought I, how ſhort lived are all 
the pleaſures of this miſerable world. 
I hoped I had ſecured a permanent 
relief from my miſeries, inſtead of 


which, my perſecutions are again com- 
menced; certainly I was born under 


an unlucky planet; my fate purſues 
me; it is that which inſpires this 
wicked curate with ſo many inven- 
tions to undermine- my plans. Yet, 
I believe, he little ſufpects, that while 

he blocks- up thoſe paſſages, he is 


Hurting out all my comfort, ſtop- 
£15! Fg E= ? To 2 he 8 1 


ping 
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pingny ne Ah the e them 


10 ww 2143 n N 3 0 


— - 


I Wer" theſe ax while this 
jack of all trades was handling his ham- 
mer with all the dexterity of a maſter 
; When be had done, he 
ade in a ee pafſion, I am pre- 
pared for you now, I think, ve vile 
rats; henceforth, curſed ſpawn, go 
ellewbere to plunder, for I think Fe 
will r no aan here. 


13 


. (ha 


—_ Was 75 however, in 
bly imaginary ſecurity, for my wits 
ſeemed to , increaſe with the occaſion 
there was for exerting them. Poſ- 
ſeſſing myſelf. of an old knife, I ſeized 
the firſt favgurable, opportunity, and 
went, to work upon the. cheſt, which, 
being very. rotten and wormeaten, 
ſoon een to the efforts of the knife; "3 


VM and 


* 
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and 1 eaſily gave it the appearance of 
being done by the rats or mice ; and 
thus once more eee the on: of 
; | OE 
dons — my maſter went to the 
cheſt; and on ſeeing the confuſion 
made there, curſed the vermin after 
all the forms preſcribed by our church. 
What can be the cauſe, ſaid he (when 
he had recovered his temper ſuffici- 
ently to reaſon) that theſe vile rats 
have only taken it into their heads to 
annoy me within theſe few days; and | 
faith he had a right to be ſurpriſed, 
for there was nota houſe in the king- 
dom that could claim fo juſt a privi- 
lege to be exempted from the viſits of | 
_ theſe gentry, who do not in general 
chuſe to reſide where there? is 5 
to 150 r 
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«My indefatigable maſter ſet him- 
ſelf again to work to ſtop up the holes, 
and I, to follow his example, as in- 
duſtrioufly made others; fo that ) 
our mutual labours, the miſerable 
cheſt ina few days was as full of nails 
eech as — air 
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A beten h at dnt: that TIO 
bours were in vain, he began to think 
of ſome other means to avoid che 
depredations of the enemy; but his 
avarice being too great to permit him 
to purchaſe another trunk, he reſolved 

do get a mouſe-trap, that he might 
be erg of ' the wicked animals. 

He be one e m of 
TI neighbours, who alſo were obliged » 
to furniſh him with the cheefe to bait 
it, and placed it in the trunk. This 
was an additional feaſt to me; _ 

Vol. I. * though . 
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though * not require any — 
to ſharpen my appetite, I was never- 
theleſs pleaſed with this reliſning mor- 
ſa. My maſter was ready to hang 
| himſelf when he found the bread ſtill 
gnawed, the cheeſe taken, and no 
mouſe caught. He went to the neigh- 
bour who had lent him the trap, to 
enquire how it could happen that 
the cheeſe was taken away, and the 
 motiſe not caught. They told him 
it was impoſſible, and that there was 


ſomething very extgpordipeny'i in the 
affair. | 


* 


I believe ſome of the good folks 
began to think the devil paid my 
maſter a viſit, and they would not 
have been ſorry to ſee him plagued 
a little more, for they deteſted him 
on account of his avarice and other 
ill en 0 This I EGO from 

hearing 
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hearing one of them ſay to his com- 
panion with ruſtic archneſs, Ob yes; 

our curate is very charitable ; he boils an 
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CHAPTER 1X. 
Land becomes a Serpent ; ts diſcovered ; puniſhed ; 


and ſent away. 


NE of the oldeſt men in the 
neighbourhood recollected to 

have heard that in the time of the 
late curate, there had been a ſerpent 
ſeen in the houſe. This was enqugh 3 
the ſerpent was immediately ſuppoſed 


to be the author of all the miſchief. 


As theform of theſerpent enabled it 
with eaſe to poſſeſs itſelf of the cheele, 
without running any riſk, it was agreed 
on all hands that this muſt be the 
caſe. My maſter was terribly alarm- 
ed at the idea, ſo much fo, that he no 
longer got any reſt. He was always 

Th | on 
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on the watch; and if the worms did 
but crawl along their old domain, 
his fears converted the noiſe into the 
gnawings of the ſerpent. On theſe 


_ occaſions he would jump up in his 


bed, and with a long {tick placed for 
the purpoſe under the bolſter, he 
ſtruck the cheſt with all his might, 
to make the ſerpent quit it. The 
noiſe he made alarmed the neighbour- 
hood; and as it was impoſſible for me 
to fleep, | uſed to lay awake and en- 
joy the ene. 


To add to my poor maſter's tribu- 
lation, he was told by thoſe he con- 
ſulted on the occaſion (and it was per- 


petually the ſubject of his converſa- 


tion) that theſe animals loved heat; 
and that from .this circumſtance they 
were often found in the cradles of 


Joung infants, whom BP ſeldom 


29 failed 
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failed to bite or kill. Suppoſing then 
that the ſame accident might happen 
to him, or that the ſerpent might at- 
tack me firſt, and then come to him, 
he would come in the night to me, 
and taking hold of the mattraſs on 
Which 1 lay, turn it topſy turvy, 
and me with it. Sometimes I pre- 
tended to be aſleep, and he would ſay 
to me in the morning, boy, wert 
thou not diſturbed laſt night ?. I was 
in purſuit of the ſerpent, and I firm- 
ly believe he ſheltered himſelf in your 
bed, for they always ſeek warmth: 
Heaven forbid, ſaid I; I hope it 
wont come to me, for I am frightened 7 
-out of my lenſes at the very thoughts 
* wtf 


The 8 continuing without the 
the curate's having any ſuſpicion of 
the real caule, me went his rounds 
; ny every 


* 
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every night, overturning all the miſer- 


able furniture, like a hobgoblin, to 


find the ſerpent. I began to be afraid, 


that in turning every thing upſide 


down, that he would toſs the key out 
of my pocket, which would have diſ- 


covered the whole affair. I therefore 
thought, that my beſt way would be 


to put the key in my mouth when I 
went to ſleep.” It was but mall 
though it belonged to a large cheſt ; 


for the curate, who uſed often, rob 
Peter to pay Paul, in order to avoid the 


expence of a lock, had taken one from 


an old portmanteau, which he uſed ; 
to lock up. his cinders in during the 
winter, and had now confided the lar- 


der to its care. I had been ſo accuſ- 
tomed with my laſt maſter to make 
a repoſitory of my mouth that it be- 
came quite eaſy to me; I have often 


held twelve or Tanrteen. maraveda' 8 
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time. If I had not poſſeſſed this fa- 
culty, the devil of any thing in the 
thape of coin ſhould I have had; for 
the blind man uſed to ſearch me fo 


ſtrictly, that he even felt the ſeams 
of my clothes, for fear 1 thould con- 
ceal my thing, ed cet 5880 


* . 1 atk che ee of 


man is, in general, the ſource of all 


the good or evil that befals him. I 


am ſure mine was the cauſe cf the 
principal benefits or misfortunes of 
my life. In the preſent inſtant it 


ſeemed to befriend me. I put the 
key in that ſtrong hold every night, 
and went to ſleep very quietly, not 


* 


ſuppeſſing it poſſible that my maſter 


cauld find it there; but when a miſ- 


fortune is to happen, den vain are 


all our — to avoid it. 


44k 2 ek One 
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One night, when I was faſt aſleep 
with my mouth half open, as I gene- 
rally ſlept, the key eſcaped from its 

confinement, and got into ſuch a po- 
ſition, that as I drew my breath, it 
entered the hole of the key, and * 
duced a loud Wins. 


My maſter was aa and ſtart- 
ing up, concluded it was the ſerpent's 
hiſſing that had thus diſturbed him; 
ſuppoſing himſelf now ſure of his 
prey, he arole ſoftly, took his" ſtick 
in his hand, and approaching the 
place whence--the noiſe proceeded, 
got to the bottom of my bed; he then 
ſtopt, and lifting up the ſtick, with 
both hands, directed it according to 
the information of his ears, which 
were ſuch ſkilful adviſers, that the 
blow came ſo violently on wy head, 
it left me ſenſeleſs. 


E 8 He 


—_ 
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He ſaid aſterwards, that finding | 


(I ſuppoſe from my ſcreaming) he 


had ſtruck me ſo furiouſly inſtead of 
the ſerpent, he came up, and called 
me as loud as he could; from my 
making no anſwer, he began to ſhake 
me ; but finding that I was all over 
blood, he ran in a violent _ to 
get a _ 


He quickly returned, and found me 
groaning, but without having recoverd 
my ſenſes, and the key half out of my 


mouth: at firſt he could not conceive 
what it was; however, taking hold of 
it, and obſerving its reſemblance to 


the key of his larder, the myſtery was 
unfolded at once. He went directly 


to try, and I ſuppoſe rejoiced i in the 
revenge he had taken. 


1 lay for inks m_ esche and 0 


inſen- 
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inſenſible. When I came a little to 
2 myſelf, I found my head rolled up 
in a great quantity of linen, and all 
over plaiſters. I enquired in a great 
ſurpriſe, what was the matter? The 
curate, in a tone of mockery, ſaid, 
the matter is, my honeſt lad, that 
I found a ſnake in the graſs, and have 
caught both that and the mice in my 
trap,” I then began to ſmell a rat, 
and finding myſelf terribly ſore, com- 
prehended the n 0 of what 
aps hap ___ 


2 . after an og woman came to 
dreſs my wounds; ſhe expreſled great 
ſatisfaction in finding I had recovered 
my ſenſes, and ſaid, I jhould do very 
well. My maſter's back being turned, 
ſhe then told me all that had happen- 
ed; for the curate had taken care 4 
Ons the ſtory at full length. 1 
E 6 DS 


was cruelly afflicted: to/ * myſelF 
diſcovered. However, at length, re- 
ſolved: to pluck up reſolution, and 
make * 0 * a bad mien ö 


From this time Lk td to roger; | 
and, at the end of a fortnight,” was 
declared out of danger. When my 
maſter heard this, he made me riſe, 
and though I could fcarce crawl, this 
_ charitable prieſt, taking me by the 
hand, led me to the door, ſaying at 
the fame time, Lazarillo, I have. no 
further occaſion for you; I do not re- 
quire ſo much genius as vo poſſeſs. 
Vou are indeed only fit for the ſer- 
vice of the blind; and happily I am 
no longer ſo. He then eroſſed him- 

ſelf wich as much devotion as if he 
had ſeen the devil; went into the 
huouſe and ſhut the door, leaving me 

to the care of Providence. Eid ity 
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Lazarillo enters into the Service of a Squire ;; what 
. happened to him there. 


JT THUS quitted the ſervice of my 
ſecond maſter; and though I was 


in the forlorn ſituation of having not 


a clane in the world, or food to eat, 
and was beſides ſo weak I could 
ſcarcely, crawl, I was yet ſenſible to 
a degree of ſatisfaction at being out 


% 


of the clutches of ſuch a cruel mon- 


ſter as the curate. I found, that out 
of evil comes good; for my miſerable 
ſituation excited ſo much compaſſion 
in all who beheld me, that by the aſ- 
fiſtance they gave me, I was enabled 


to — as comfortably as was 
"Pos 
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poſſible, in my circumſtances, to 


Toledo. | 


In three weeks time I was per- 


fectly recovered; and this, which 
would have brought happineſs to any 
other perſon, was to me a new miſ- 


fortune; for while I was ill, I obtain 
ed ſuſtenance; the inſtant I was well, 


L again ran the riſk of being ſtarved. 
Whenever I aſked alms, the reply was; 

t are not you aſhamed to beg at your 
age? get ſome work, or look for ſome 
maſter, who will ſhew you how to 
gain a livelihood, you idle raſcal.” 


« And where are they to be found ? 
muttered 1; to hear theſe people talk, 


* 


one would imagine good maſters grew 


in every ſtreet; whereas, I am ſure I 
have reaſon to know there is a plenti- 


ful ſcarcity of them.“ As I went on in 


this qe I perceived a 


* ſon 
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perſon obſerving me ; he was very 
well dreſſed, and ſeemed to give him- 
ſelf the airs of a man of faſhion. 
Coming up to me, he ſaid, my lad, 
from what I have heard you utter, 
I underſtand you want a place; if 
vou will follow me, you will find a 
good maſter not ſo ſcarce as you ſup- 
poſe ; on the contrary, you will have 
cauſe to bleſs your ſtars for meeting 
with me. I followed him in a tranſ- 
port of joy, felicitating myſelf on 
my good fortune, which ſeemed” to 
have procured me an excellent place ; 
For by the drefs and air of the cava- 
lier, I judged it muſt prove ſo. 

It was in the morning that Imet 
this adventure, which promiſed me fo 
much happineſs. My new - maſter 
made me follow him half over the 
town; we went through all the 


markets, 
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markets, and I expected every mo- 
ment that he would purchaſe provi- 
ſion for the day. I caſt a longing . 
eye on every thing as we paſſed, but 
my maſter ſeemed not to regard 
them. I therefore ſuppoſed we were 
not yet come to the place where he 
made his purchaſes. We went on 
thus walking, till we came to the 
great church, which my maſter went 
into, performed his devotions with 
the utmoſt attention, nor left the 
church till every body elſe quitted 
it. By this time it was twelve o'clock. 
I then thought what a fool I was, to 
fuppoſe that a man of faſhion, like 
this cavalier, would buy his own pro- 
viſions. I might have thought he 
would leave ſuch offices to his maitre 
d hotel, or his cook. Theſe were my 
reflections as I went on, and the idea 
of the dinner I was going to partake 
of, made my mouth water. 


The 
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The clock ſtruck one, when we 
came to a houſe at which my maſter 
ſtopped. He then took off his cloak, 
and hung it over his left arm; after 
which he put his hand into his pock- 
et and took out a key, with which 
he opened the door. All this he per- 
formed very leiſurely, and with - the 
utmoſt gravity. We entered into the 
| houſe by a long dark paſſage, which 
did not promiſe much magnificence; 
there was, however, a court at the 
end of it; and the appartments were 
rather better than thoſe I had been 
uſed to. When we were in the houſe, 
he aſked me if my hands were clean ; 
and ſeeing that they were, he ordered 
me to help him fold up his cloak; 
after this he went to a ſtone bench, 
on which he blew to diſperſe the duſt, 
and placed the cloak on it: this ce- 
remony over, he queſtioned me for a 
TH length 
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length of time very tedious to me, 
reſpecting my native place, and the 
cauſe of my coming to Toledo. I : 
anſwered him as briefly as poſſible, 
for I thought it was time to make the 
ſoup and lay the cloth, inſtead of 
waſting the hours in uin an 
idle curvolity, 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER xl. 8 


Lazarillo dines with Duke Humphry; 


v 


FTER having Aden my maf- 
ter of all he wiſhed to know, 
gloſſing over thoſe parts which were 


not much to my credit, and enlarg- 


ing on my good qualities, he re- 
mained for ſome time like one loſt in 
thou * 


1 was end: ak e to 
my maſter, my hat in my hand, ſwal- 
lowing my ſpittle for nouriſhment, 
and looking at him with eyes that 
faid plainly, is it not dinner time? 
Two o'clock ſtruck, and I found the 
cavalier as inſenſible {till to the call 
of appetite, as if he had been a ſu- 
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pernatural being, who could exiſt 
without. And I ſoon began ſeriouſly 
to think I had got into the clutches of 
one of theſe ſpirits of whom I had 
heard a great deal in my childhood. 
The naked walls, the rooms without 
a chair, ſtool, table, or even an old 
cheſt, like that in my laſt place, with 
the dead ſilence which reigned ; all 
together gave me the complete idea of 
an haunted houſe. 


My maſter recollecting himſelf all 
at once, ſaid, have you dined, Laza- 
rillo? No indeed, fir, replied I; you 
know I have attended you ever ſince _ 
eight o'clock this morning. Ay, true, 


ſaid he, I had breakfaſted when I met 


you, and 1 ſeldom take any thing elſe 
till ſupper; you muſt make ſhift 
therefore till then. 


1 was 


LAZ ARILLO DE TORMES. 3 


1 was ready to cry when I heard 
theſe words; not ſo much from the 
hunger I felt, as from conſidering 
myſelf the conſtant victim of a cruel 


deſtiny. All the ſufferings of my lite 
came into my mind. I recollected, 


with a deep ſigh, the preſentiment I 
had when I thought of quitting the 
curate, that I ſhould be worſe off. I 
Reftraining my feelings, however, as 
well as I could, I replied; you are 
very good, fir, to think of me; but 
my conftitution does not requiremuch 
food ; both the maſters I have lived: 


with can vouch for me, that gluttony 


is not among the number of my 


faults.”  « Temperance is a 


virtue in ſo young a perſon, rejoined | 


my patron; I like you the better for 
poſſeſſing that quality. It is ſo beaſt- 


ly to be always eating and drinking. 


* is the firſt characteriſtic of a 
* 
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good man. I bowed an aſſent to what 

he ſaid, at the ſame time that in my 
heart I curſed the qualities he had 
been praiſing ſo eloquently, and which 

ſeemed to be ſo highly valued by the 
| maſters I had ſerved. I wondered 
where they had learnt that a poor 
ſervant ſhould live without food, to be 


good for any ny" 


I got into a corner, and began to 
gnaw ſome cruſts of bread that were 
left of thoſe given me by charitable 
people. My maſter obſerving me, 
ſaid, what have you got there, Laza- 
rillo? I ſhewed him the cruſts, for my 
mouth was too full to ſpeak. As I 


had approached him when he called 


me, he was within reach of my hand, 
from which he took the beſt of the 
bits of bread I held in it, ſaying at 


the lame time, faith, this bread 
e ſeems 
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ſeems excellent!“ It is too ſtale and 
hard to be good, ſir, replied I; nay, 
anſwered he, I will ſwear it is; who 
gave it you? Are you ſure that the per- 
ſon who made it had clean hands? 
Really, fir, I did not trouble my head 
about that ; I took it without aſking 
any queſtions, and eat it, as you per- 
ceive, without diſguſt.” © You are in 
the right, returned my maſter, carry- 
ing the bread to his mouth, which he 
devoured with as much eagerneſs as 1 
ſwallowed mine,” repeating at every 
mouthful, faith this bread 1 is ex- 
cellent r | 


When I found that he made ſuch 
diſpatch, I thought it would be bet- 
ter to haſten my work, leſt, if he had 
finiſhed his cruſt firſt, he ſhould take 


it into his head to help me finiſh the 
reſt of mine. 


f | I 
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We were both ſo induſtrious, that 
in a ſhort time we had concluded our 
- Jabours. My maſter gathered the 
crumbs up very carefully that had 
allen on his doublet, and ſwallowed 
them: then went into another room, 
and brought an old brokenjug, which 
he drank” out of, and handed it to 
me. Affecting great ſobriety, I told 
him I never drank wine. Nor I 
either, replied my maſter; it is not 
healthy; it is water that I recommend 
to you. - took the jug and pretend 
ed to drink; but it was not of thirſt 
that I had occaſion to complain. 
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W E paſt the ennie of * 


day, he in aſking queſtions, 
and I in anſwering them. When 


night was come, he took me into a 
room which he called his bed-cham- 
ber, ſaying, come Lazarillo, and make 
my bed; I will aſſiſt you in order 
to teach you how I like to have it 
done, and then you will be able to 


make it yourſelf. I went on one ſide 
of the bed, and he on the other; and 
heaven knows, it did not require a 


very great capacity to learn the art 
of making it, or much time to per- 


form it in. The bedſtead conſiſted 


i... © Rn 
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C 


of ſimply, a hurdle, compoſed of 
"reeds, which ſtood on two treſsles, fo 
old, as well as uneven, that there was 
| continual fear and danger too of their 
falling. My maſter's linen ferved for 
both mattraſs and ſheets; but there 
was too little of it, and that little was 
oo dirty to make much figure. We 
adjuſted. it, however, for the ſake of 
ſaying. it was done, rather than for 
any aſe it was of; the mattraſs being 
Jo ſeanty that one could count every 
reed of the bedſtead. as eafily as the 
ribs of a neck of mutton, the quon- 
conſumption. .- We then laid over all 
a oounterpane, the colour of which, 
to this hour, I have never been able 


| ? PR 


This bang ee na 1 ob- 
kerved, that Vi: os; Rn Og? and 
10 there 
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* were a great many thieves about 
the ſtreets, it would be dangerous to 
ſtir out of doors, therefore we. muſt 
make ſhift for once Wit without ſupper,; 
that we ſhould he better f anothęr 
time. 1 deſired him not to give hun- 
ſelf any uneaſineſs about me; that. 1 
could. do without, ſupper. very well 
For one night, or gven ange, if it were 
meceſſary. So much tha hettert for 


your, bealth 1repeat, (ſaid. he), you 


will live the longer.” If, thought I, 
Jong life depended on-ablinenge, I 

am likely to live for everg! for Lam 
furs, ever, ſinee I Remember, 
have lived by regimen H n pre- 


ſent phyſieian doęs mot ſeem inclined 
to . een of Bitz ont 


VEE: 971 
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;yongoBſqmed To 1s 
ede BRI Went to bed, mak- 
ing a bolſter: of his dbublet and hefe 
rolled up together, ani ꝗeſired me to 
mit F 2 ſleep 
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| Nevp at his feet; but may the execu- 
tioner be my executor,” if I cloſed my 
eyes all night. The hard reeds and 
my ſharp bones did nothing but 
quarrel and fight the whole time. 1 
had not a pound of fleſh: on my 
whole carcaſs, ſo much was I redueed 
by the hunger and tmiſery E had ſuf- 
fered! And, added to this, 1” was 
ſeized with fuch a rage to eat, that I 
could Yor have (1 0 on a bed of 1 82 
1 gent coor): winter 
iroſe'as ſoot as it was light, and be- 
gan to help me bruſh his cloths. After 
15 which he- Waſhed himſelf and dreſſed 
His hair; then putting on his ſword, 
he ſaid to me, looking on it with an 
air of complacency; * you cannot 
conceive; Lazarillo, what an excellent 
blade this is; I would not part with 
4 for all choriches of the eaſt.” The 
"IC fineſt 


* 
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fineſt Neel of Damaſcus, is the com- 


moneſt iron in compariſon wich it. 


See, added he, drawing it out of the 


ſheath, and making it ſlide through 
his fingers; I could divide a hair with 


it“. Well, for my part, thought I, 
gentility may be a fine thing, but I 
would rather be able to divide a peck 
loaf with my teeth, though they are 
not ſteel, than poſſeſs the har * 
ſword 1 in the _ 


wb then pit! up his ford, * a 

great chaplet round his neck, and 
with a ſlow pace, his body erect, his 
left arm raiſing the end of his cloak, 
the right hanging down, and an air 


of importance, he went out, ſaying 


houſe while Ego to. maſs; make the 
bed and ſweep the room, and then you 
N07 80 to fill the jug with water. But 
Fg. 


_— 
n 
—_— 
by 


8 


be very careful in ſhutting! the door 
after y ou, for fear of thieves: and as 
I may return perhaps before you, I 
r 


| When ke uo Sn this; he went 
ont and walked ſo ſtately, that any 
body would have ſuppoſed, to look 
at him, he was a prince of the blood · 
« Bleſſed are they (ſaid I, following him 
with my eyes) robo can find a remedy for 
every evil. How little do thoſe think 
h ſee my maſter, what his real ſnu⸗ 
ation is; they doubtleſs judge; from 
His ſatisfied air, that he eats and drinks 
well, and has an excellent bed to 
fleep on; nevertheleſs, there is one 
Who knows) that this cavalier, whoſe 
appearatice is ſo elegant, whofe air 
is ſo eontentedy had no fubſſſtance 
yeſterday, but what he received from 
. SE 
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poor ſervant, who had carried them 
his poc 

s other ſcraps, not of the moſt 
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CHAPTER x1. 


The Brea 7. Lazaritl e 8 to 
. Sguire. 


1 CONTINUED to And: after my 
maſter till he turned the corner 
of the ſtreet; I then went into the 
houſe to ſee if there was any thing to 
ſet to rights, but after ſearching from 
one end of it to the other, I could 
find nothing but the forlorn bed to 
make. When 1 had done it, I took 
the jug to the water-ſide; as I was 
filling it, I chanced to turn my eyes 
towards a garden, where I ſpied my 
maſter ; he was entertaining two la- 
dies in maſks. They were of that order 
of females who make it their buſineſs 


to 55 and breakfaſt in parties by the 


T1Ver- 
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_ river-ſ1 ide, that che air may give ch 
an appetite, but who do not take with 
them wherewithal- to ſatisfy, their 
hunger, from the hope of finding 
ſomebody / gallant enough to provide 
for them. The good nature of our 
young cavaliers has rendered this a 
faſhionable rendezvous. I 


FRSYY 1 60 G3: uon 

Our eee tk ſaid, 8 
between the two ladies playing the 
Ganymede, and as I judged from his 
manzer, ſaying a thouſand ſoft things 
tathem. They on their part ſuppoſing 
he was caught, aſked him, as I over- 
heard, to order them a collation. 
My poor maſter. whoſe purſe was as 
empty as his ſtomach, turned pale at 
this requeſt, and began to ſtammer 
out ſome aukward excuſes. The 
good women, not ſuſpecting the real 
cauſe of his refuſal, beſet him with ſuch 
of „„ 5 _ foul 
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foul! lungduge, that he was glad to 
eſcape from their fury, by taking 
French leave. I was occupied while 
this farce was performing; in gnawing 
ſome old cabbage ſtumps, which was 
all my breakfaſt; and when Lhad 
done I teck up the jug and went 


5 home. My maſter was not returned, 


ſo wanting ſomething to do, I went 
to look for a broom to iIweep the 
rooms; which were villai nouſly dirt; 
but the ſearch was fruitleſs; there was 
fore had nothing for it but to wait 
with patience! till my maſter came 
home, who 1 hoped "would i bring 
Funn me dinner. 601 * * 
1 07] ein 29 COLE! 9 | 

1 ertil we &elock in ain g no 
alter came.” My patience was then 
exhauſted, and bunger wobich// (they 
 fay) breaks through ſtone walls, became 
LO! 8 * ſo 
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ſo preſſing that I was as ravenous as 
a wolf: I quitted my den, therefore, 
and reſolved to betake myſelf to.my 
former trade, The art of begging, 
I might be ſaid to have {ſucked in 
with my mother's milk; and I had ac- 
quired all the ſecrets of the trade from 
my old blind man, who was complete 
maſter of his buſineſs. I made fach 
good uſe of my knowledge on this 
occaſion, that notwithſtanding - the 
little charity to be met with among 
the inhabitants of Toledo, I had 
gained by my ſkill, before the clock 
ſtruck four, ſix pounds of bread at 
leaſt, four of which I lodged ſafely in 
the unfurniſhed. apartments of my 
ſtomach, where there was room 
enough for them to arrange them- 

ſelves at their eaſe. The other two 
1 1 5 ito 125 re 
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In my way home I paſſed through 
aà market, where a good woman gave 
me, for the love of God, a piece of 
Min of beef, and ſome fried tripe. 
When I arrived, I found my poor 
maſter, who had folded up his cloak 
and laid it by, taking great ſtrides up 
and down the court. As I came in he 
approached mel thou ght to ſcold me, 
but I was miſtaken; 3 was of a very 
peaceable diſpoſition; he only enquir- 
ed where I had been. Why truly, 
Sir; ſaid I. I waited very patiently : 
till two o'clock, when finding yo 
did not return, I went into the town 
to aſk charity of ſome good people: 4 
they gave me what you ſee, added I, 
thewing-:him the bread and tripe, 
which I had taken for the nee | 
ont of my Pocket. 99 119417 


1 perceived | my : maſter's * eyes 
1 ſpar kled 
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ſparkled at the ſight; he attempted 
however to conceal it, and ſaid, 
you ſtaid ſo long away that I did 
not wait dinner for you. You have 
done right; it is better to beg than 
ſteal; but take care of my honour 
in this buſineſs; do not ſay you are in 
my ſervice. Indeed I am not much 
known in this place, which I wiſh 
with all my ſoul I had never entered. 
Never fear Sir, ſaid I, the world is too 
much taken up with its own concerns, 
to aſk me any queſtions ; and J aſſure 
vou, I ſhant ſeek any one to chatter 
about what does not concern them. 
Well ſaid, Lazarillo, returned my maſ- 
ter; eat poor child then, what you 
Have picked up; I hope, pleaſe God, 
we {hall be better off ſoon; the truth 
is, I believe that this houſe brings me 


ill luck. I have known perpetual 


misfortune ſince I entered its curſed 
TR | walls; 


-  wallls% it is doubtleſs placed under 
an unlucky planet; there are many 
houſes in theſe circumſtances, and 
they even extend their fatal influence 
to all who reſide in them. But I pro- 
miſe you that as ſoon as this month is 
out I will not remain here, even tho 
they ſhould offer it me for nothing. 
V en enen 
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SET pF on the bench! 
And began to eat, to make my 
maſter believe 1 had faſted till then. 
1 Perceived the good ſquire fixed his 
eyes very ſtedfaſtiy on me; and 
watehed every morſel I put into my 
mouth! 1 hope Heaven will have as 
much 
I had for this poor man. I felt as 
much for him as die did for himſelf; 
ience taught me What his ſuf- 
gs were I knew not However 
How to act to reſiede h m, fol as he 
bad'eold me he had dined, Tthonght, 
from . point of henour, 5 he would 
* | refuſe 


pity for me in time of need; "as 
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refuſe my offer, though I heartily 
wiſhed he would partake my fare, as 
it was better than what he had ſhared 
the +» ogg {aha I was . 
* wide, Ward fe N Broth: 


F *. 
Ke 


We Coon ſettled this en for 
in walking backwards and forwards 
he approached me, ſaying, I never 
ſaw any body eat with ſo much pl 
ſure as you, Lazarillo; it is enough to 
give one an appetite to leg, vou; I 
really think that though one ſhould 
have juſt dined, it would be impoſſi- 
ble to obſerye you without, FIPS: a 
deſire to eat. This hint L.reſolved 
to profit by, and anſwered: that g 
tools made;,good workmen. , often; for. 
found-the ſhin, of;beef. ſp, agmirably 
well dreſſed and...ſo,nigely, ſeaſoned; 
that it was impoſſible; not to reliſh, it, 
What did you; fay, dene, a 
Sor thin 
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ſhin of beef (interupted he) tis the 
thing in the world I like the beſt ; in 


my opinion it is better than all the 


partridges and pheaſants in the 


world.“ © I with you would taſte 
this then, ſir, (ſaid I, holding it to 
him with a nice ſlice of bread) you 


will find it fit for * table of a mn rh 


Without 25 3 avi" a 

maſter ſet himſelf down beſide me, 
and began to eat, or rather to devour 
what I gave him, for the bones were 
hardly ſpared. . „How delicious, 
cried he, is 1 beef; how nicely 


would it eat with garlic ſauce.” ! 


- 4 


Humph, hs I, you _ 2 0 
niſhed a much better ſauce. Truly, 


ſaid the ſquire, when he had done, I 
have eat with ſuch a reliſh, that one 
would thinks had not taſted; any 
412 _ 
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thing hefert this whole nay.” And 
if one were to ſwear you bad not, 


ſaid 1 to myſelf, 1 dont think there 
would be any danger of perjury. 


He then aſked me for the jug: of 
water, which I oblerved was quite 
full. _ It was not likely that if he had 
remembered to eat, he ſhould have 


forgot to drink; after taking a hearty 


draught, he deſired me to do the 
* thus our feaſt ended. : 


We paſſed eight or ten days in mis 


an that is to ſay, my poor maſ- 


ter went regularly to ſnuff up the 
freſh air in the ſtreets, walking like a 
nobleman, and leaving to me the « care 
of g his dinner. 


1 often at this time uſed to reflect 
on * Wee fate that attended me ; 
BH RE after | 
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after having quitted two maſters, 
who were ſo miſerly that they almoſt 
ſtarved me to death, I had fallen into 
the hands of one, who ſo far from 
giving me food, was reduced to require 
it of me. I however bore him no ill 
will on this account; on the contrary, 
I pitied him very ſincerely; and even 
ſometimes deprived myſelf of has k x 
WE xii it to N IONIC 
wen 0 one day a 
tual poverty, for going into another 
room be left his breeches on the bed. 
took the opportunity, in order to 
gratify y curioſity, to examine the | 
pockets; in which 1 found nothing but 
n little ſhorn velvet purſe neatly fold 
ed up, in which there was no-appear- 
ance of money, or of there having been 
any for ten years. He is poor and 
unfortunate, ſaid I; one can baue no 


N more 
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more of a cat than ber m_ ; he cannot 
- on what he has not. 


This was not the eaſe with the wits 
lainous beggar, or the avaricious curate 
who had ſtarved me, though provi- 
dence had been bountiful to them ; 
and their acquiſitions coſt them only 
the one, a pax tecum, and the other, a 
God reward you. It was theſe mon- 
ſters I hated ; as for the poor ſquire 
he could do no otherwiſe than he did: 
his misfortunes made ſuch an impreſ- 
ſion on me, that I declare to this day, 
when I meet a cavalier like him with 
an affected gravity, and the airs of 
quality, I cannot help looking on him 
with an eye of pity, ſuppoſing als 
ways that he lives as ARNE as 
| the mou 3 os 


But in f ſpite. of our. poverty, 1 10 wag | 
very 
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very well contented in my ſituation ; 
there was but one thing that vexed 
me, reſpecting my maſter ;,—this was 
his ridiculous vanity. I wiſhed him to 
have leſs pride with his poverty: but 
I knew it was in vain to give myſelf 
any concern about it; theſe kind of 
people, though they are not worth a 
crown: in the world, will not diſpenſe 
a jot of their conſequence. 
mend them! no other power 
can prevent their dying elſe ww 
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| WAS thus 4 ee 


content than I had ever Known, 
. a new - misfortune befel me. 


ITbere was a great ſcarcity of corn this 


year, on which account a new regu- 
lation took place in the police; an or- 
der came out that all the poor Who 
were firangers ſhould quit Toledo 


immediately; if any were found they 


were to be whipped out of the town. 
This was executed with ſuch ſeverity, 
that for three or four days, there was 
es to be un but troops of beg- 


gars, 
1 HYD 


* 
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gars, whom a drove out of the 
4 4 8 


4 " 


1 if frightened that I no lon- 
ger dared to go in ſearch of food; we 
kept a complete faft for two days, in 
which time wemot only lived mi 
eating, but without ſpeaking. 
was luckly for me that I had 3 
acquaintance with ſome poor women 
in the neighbourhood, who got their 
 hvehhood by weaving an, They 
ſaved my life; for though it was not in 

| their power to aſſiſt me very materi- 
en yet en AREEN d 


1 e — . 
ter than myſelf. I cannot -conceive 
how he ſubfiſted for eight days, that I 
never Jaw him put any thing into His 
mouth; nor where his jaws, in fact, 
much fatigued by exerciſe - during 
* .. 


! 
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that time, I believe, fat he came home 


every day as lank and lean as a grey- 


hound. He uſed however to ſtand at 


the door with a tooth-pick in his 
hand, though heaven knows he had 


little occaſion for it; yet he thought 
himſelf bound in hour to nie on 
the dure. 


We had continued in this wretched 


ſtate ſome time, when, by what means 
I know not, my maſter became poſ- 
ſeſſed of a real. He came home with 


looks that denoted his ſatisfaction, 
and ſaid to me in a tone that confirm- 
ed it, here, Lazarillo, fortune ſeems 


.at length to be more favourable to 


-me; take this real and go to market; 

buy meat, bread and wine; we will 
enjoy ourſelves for once; to complete 
Jour ſatisfaction, learn that I have 
hired ayer houſe ; we will ſtay no 


2817 e 
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longer than td the end of the month 
im this vile unliicky place. Unfortu-' 

nate was the hour in which I firſt 
put my foot into it! 1 do believe it 


is this cufſed Houſè that. brings me 


ill luck; every day convinces me 
more of it; ſure it was ordained by 
fate, that famine and deſpair” ſhould 
be its onl) ly. inhabitants ; - that note 


ſnould ever eat or drink under this 


diſmal roof. Didſt thou ever ſes f 
gloomy an houſe, added he? " Fper-” 


fectly agreed with my maſter. "HE! 


then bid me go to market with' alt” 
ſpeed; let wha tnt happe | 
ſaid,” be we will Joy. olrfeh ; 
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line) that I-neyer; was to feel j Joy, 
without taſting ſorrow: at the ſame 


time. T hey ſay. musfortunes never 
come. alone ; Lam ſure my pleaſures did 


not, for they were always e 


99 0 Wee croſs circjunſtances,, 


. 


*> + 5 


the beſt advantage. 13 met. 2 a a de 
which: was attended by | ſeveral rf. 
and a vaſt, concourſe: of people. I | 
placed. myſelf cloſe to the wall, in or- 


der to, ewe them room to paſs; when 


man, (the widow * the deceaſed, EF 
ſuppoſe) dreſſed in deep mourning, 


and attended by ſome others, who 


| rent. the air with their cries; the firſt, 


in order to expreſs the extent of her 0 


affliction, exclaimed, © alas! my Poor 
dear huſband, where are Ay going 


to 


7 * & 
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to convey you! theyare carrying you 
to that diſmal region, to that dark 
and wretched habitation, whoſe te- 
nants neither eat or drink. | 


This deeription come to be 0 
aa ſuited to our abode, that when 
1 heard her, I thought heaven and 
earth were comin g together; I gave 
myſelf up to my fears, which told me 


they were certainly going with the: 
Cong body to our houſe, 


1 3 hack immediately, and 
ran home faſter - than I had come; 
when I arrived, I ſhut the door as 
quick as poſſible, imploring my maſ- 
ter, even with tears, to come and help KC 
me lecure it that W might 


- enter. 


The {quire appeared alarmed at 
_ &'s”, - 
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my behaviour, attributing it to ano- 
ther cauſe, and aſked me with ſome: 
emotion why I ſhut the door in ſuch. 
_ -a hurry, and ſeemed in ſuch diſorder. 
Oh, fir, ſaid I, pray help me bar it; 
for they are coming to bring a corpſe 

Here this inſtant. © A corpſe! replied 
my maſter, in a voice of aſtoniſhment ; 

Yes, fir, ſaid I; I met it cloſe by, and a 
woman exclaiming that they were 
going to carry her huſband to that 
diſmal houſe where people nei- 

ther eat or drink, ſo I could not be 
miſtaken; they will be here directly, 
_ ty, „ 


When my walter heard: my ey 
told in the moſt piteous voice, he 
burſt into ſuch a fit of laughter, 


that it was a conſiderable time before 


15 he could ſpeak. I looked at him 
with amet, for Ihad . i 
he 


2 
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he would: be as much frightened 'as 
myſelf. I bolted the door, however, 

and ſtood with my back againſt it for 
ſecurity. The funeral and the croud 
paſſed by; and 1 trembled ſo much 1 
could ſcarcely ſtand, nor could I be 
perſuaded they did not mean to bring 

the dead body to us. At length my 
maſter, who was more tired of laughing 

_ than eating, ſaid, you had reaſon cer- 
tainly, Lazarillo, to think as you did 
from what the widow ſaid, but ſince ; 
you perceive your miſtake, open the 
door and make the beſt of your way 

to market. In God's name, fir, ſaid 

I, let the funeral turn the corner. 


My maſter perceiving me ill over- 
powered by my fears, came himſelf 
to the door, which he opened in ſpite - 
of my oppoſition ; when I perceived 
the ne was really gane I Vene 
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tured out. I purchaſed wine, bread, 
and ſome baked meat; with which 1 

returned to the ſquire. We had a 
- moſt ſumptuous repaſt, and were as 


happy as princes, 8 


CHAP. 
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. vi 
The Reaſon which ps the 970 re 15 * uf Taledy: ; 
he entertains Lazarillo with an Account of his 


Fortune and Talents; the latter 1 not very profitable 
.t9 him, | | by 
I por not Put bel a great cu- 
riofity to know, wherefore, my 
third maſter, the ſquire, had choſen to 
come an reſide at Toledo, for I foon 
diſcovered that he was not a native of 
the place. After our feaſt this curio- 
fity was ſatisfied; my maſter. being 
in good ſpirits, grew communicative, 
and gave me Ts foe” account of 


N N 


He told me he was of OldCaRilewhich | 
= * quitted becauſe he could not 


8 4 reconcile 


* 


15 
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reconcile it to himſelf to pull off his 
hat to a man of quality who lived in 
the neighbourhood. But fir, ſaid I. 
it his rank and fortune made him 


your ſuperior, as you acknowledge, 1 5 
ſhould think that you might have ſalu- 
ted him firſt, without feeling yourſelf 


degraded, if on his part he was not 


deficient in politeneſs. All that is 


very, true, replied he; he was my ſu⸗ 


| tht he returned my bow; but 


that Was not enough. in my opinion. 


1 was reſolved that be mend take 
his hat. off. before 4; touched mine. 


Well, for my part, returned 1 1 


ſhould not have regarded the matter 


fo nicely. No, no, ſaid my maſter, > 


thou art young, and i ignorant of theſe 
principles of honour which are in 


theſe days the nobleſt poſſeſſions of 


thoſe Abo inherit them; but learn, 
B : that 
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that though Iam only a ſimple ſquire, 
if I were to meet a prince in the ſtreet, 
and he did not take his hat off to me 
properly, I repeat to you properly, 
1 r that I would fooner traverſe 
half the town to avoid him, than put 
it in his power to affront me a ſecond 
time; for let me tell you, God and the 
king excepted, a gentleman has no 
obligation to any body, and it is not 
reaſonable that he ſhould facrifice any 
of his privileges, while his conduct 18 
e e 


2 remember one day, continued | 
my maſter, I was near. getting into a 
ſcrape with an officer of the place; 
in paſſing me, he ſaid, God preſerve 
you. Iturned quick upon him, ſaying,” 
who do you think you are ſpeaking” 

to, Mr. Jackanapes? do you ſuppoſe 
I am ſome clown like yourſelf with: © | 

G 3 _ - you” 
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your God preſerve you indeed ! learn to 
mend your manners, I deſire. This 
had the deſired effect on my gentle- 
man; for ever after he bowed as ſoon 


as be ſaw me, and . in a gabe 
manner. | 


I could not help interrupting my | 

maſter here, ſaying, how, fir, is it 
. Poſſible that it can be an offence to 

to any body to ſay God preſerve you? 
What a fool thou art, replied the 
ſquire; it does very well for low born 
perſons, but to thoſe of my quality, 
nothing but your ſervant, ſir, or your 
moſt obedient, will do. From this 
knowledge of my ſentiments, con- 
tinued he, you will judge how ill I 
could brook the behaviour of the 
"nobleman I mention to you, who to 
confeſs all, uſed to make my. blood 
boil with his, God Preſerve you too, 
when 


* 
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hen he met me. No, by heaven, 


never will 1 ſubmit to be addreſſed 


with a God preſerve you, by any body 


but the king; unleſs they tack a | 
lord to the end, to qualify it. * 


Into 1 hands have I fallen now, 
thought I; what aſſiſtance can I hope 


from a man who is angry that people 


* God oy per 1 72 


at 1. am not ſo ill off, continued my 


ſquire, as I appear, neither Lazarillo ; 5 


for 1 am ſole proprietor of a piece or 
land ſixteen leagues only from Valla- 
dolid, fit to build upon, which would 
be worth two hundred thouſand ma- 


ravedas, or more, according to the 
money that was laid out upon it; and. 


beſides this] have a dove houſe, which 


is rather in a ruinous ſtate at preſent 


to be ſure, but if it were rebuilt, * 
| 8 1 would 


* 


8 m E r 


would bring. in a profit, of.two hun- 
dred pigeons annually; there are 
A thouſand other things I could men- 
tion of equal advantage, which I have 


given up rather than Ne m! Yo: . 


nour.“ 


« I came to this in Pas of 
| finding { ſome eſtabliſhment, but Ll have 
not met with the ſucceſs I have ex- 
pected. I have found ſome prieſts, 

indeed, who would have aſſiſted me; 
but theſe are a kind of people who 
tax the ſervices they do onetoo highly. 
I have alſo met with ſome of your, 
| marquiſſes who would have retained 
me; but theſe gentlemen require one 
to undertake every thing; and if you 
* the charge of a purveyor, tis a 
thouſand to one but you are diſmiſ- 


| ſed without being paid, of gaining Wh 


> k. # 4 


59. thing but what one can catch 
MUD 0 with 


* — 
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with one s teeth; at moſt if chey hap= 
pen to be ſurpriſed by a fit of conſci- 
ence, as a recompence for your ſervices: 
they throw ſome old garment at your 
head, and think you are on wo: 
hon tai to i | 

But 1. one is hs . as to 2 
into the ſervice of a great man, tis- 


_ whether to attribute the impoſſibility 
IL. have found of being received by 
ſach, to my ill luck, or to their tak- 
ing ſome diſlike to me; however 
that may be, I ani certain if I could 
obtain ſuch an eſtabliſnment, I ſhould 
ſoon become a favourite of my maſ-' 


ter; at leaſt I would ſpare no pains to 
render myſelf agreeable to him. 1 


could lie as well as another; and in 
ſhort, practiſe all theſe things ſo much 
in reqpeſt now adays. I may without 
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vanity boaſt of; having talents for” 
uch a ſtation; I would praiſe all my 
maſter's actions, good, bad, or indif- 
ferent; I would never tell him any 
thing to give him pain, however for 
his advantage the information might 
be; I would in his preſence appear to 
take a warm intereſt in all that con- 
cerned him; when he was abſent it 
would not ſo much ſignify, for you 
knew the bow muſt. not always be bent. 
I ſhould teſtify my zeal, at the ex- 
- pence of the ſervants, whom I would 
ſcold furiouſly when in his hearing. 1 
would praiſe: up to the ſkies thoſe 
whom he approved, and abuſe moſt 
unmercifully thoſe he diſliked. Then 
1 would keep a regiſter of every bo- 
dy's actions, and me morandums of 
all the ſcandal 1 heard, to entertain 
him with. In fine, I would put in 
practice all thoſe ar ts ſo acceptable 
1 os | to 


21 
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to the great men of the preſent age; 
for I am convinced that they do not 
care to have men of worth about 
them; on the contrary, they hold 

them in the utmoſt contempt, as poor 
idiots who know nothing of the 
world; who make them yawn, in- 
ſtead of amuſing them. Theſe are, 1 

know, the opinions of our courtiers. 
I underſtand how to accommodate 
myſelf to their ways, but I am not, 
alas! fo fortunate as to have an op- 
n, of e my talents. 
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CHAPTER. XVI. 


1 ker An the Squire's Converſation Was in- 


terrupted. Inventory. 4 his Goods. He — 
le. : | 


HE poor ſquire was in ſuch a 
communicative humour, and ſo 


delighted with his lubject, that I know 
not when the converſation would have 


ended. His harangue was, however, 
interrupted by the entrance of a man 


and an old woman; one demanded the 
the payment of the rent, the other 


the hire of the bed. They calculated 
together, and found there was owing 


to them for two months, more money 
than my maſter could have raiſed in 
twelve; that is to lay, thirteen reals. 505 


a 


The | 
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The ſquire received them very po- 
litely, and ſaid he was juſt going out 
to change a double piſtole, and that 
if they would take the trouble to 
come in the evening, they ſhould re- 
ceive their money. He then, as he 
ſaid, went out, never to return: the 
creditors failed not to come at the 
appointed time, but were obliged 
to defer their buſineſs till next day, 
as it grew late, and there was no ap- 
pearance of the ſquire. I was afraid 
to ſleep in the houſe alone, and there- 
fore went to our neighbours to whom 
Irelated what had happened, and they 


| gave me a "Oy 8 . 


Nextwidrnin g che credi itors return= 75 
ed to the charge; they enquired of 
the neighbours where the ſquire was; 
but the bird was flown. The good 
women told them I was his ſervant, 
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and had the key of the houſe, which 
was all the information they could 
give. They aſked me then what was 
become of my maſter? I told them I 
did not know; that I had never ſeen 
him ſince he went out to change the 
money ; that I much feared he had 
taken the change, and given us the 
Tip. The creditors on hearing this, 
went immediately to fetch an officer 
of juſtice, and. a recorder ; they re- 
turned together; demanded the key 
of the houſe in form ; called together 
ſome witneſſes; and Wr the door 
in their preſence to ſeize the effects 
of my maſter, and pay with a part 
of them what he owed. 


They REY to ſearch the whole 
houſe, which they found as empty as 
have deſcribed ; they then queſtion- 
* me what was become of the fur- 

niture, ; 
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niture, the trunks, the hangings, and 
kitchen tackle? I told them I did not 
underſtand what they meant. To 
be ſure, ſaid the landlord of the houſe, 
they have taken off all the goods in 
the night; ſeize that young knave, 
ſir; he muſt be made to give an ac- 
count of where they are taken to.” 
The officer came up to me, and 
ſeizing me by the collar, ſaid, in or- 
dee to frighten me, if I did not diſ- 


cover all, "ti ſhould be thrown into a2 
dungeon. N e 


— 


All the maldbtiincs of my life ap- 
peared trifles, when compared with 
this. I never was ſo frightened. I had 
been collared often, to be ſure, by my 
old blind maſter, but never in ſo ſerious 
a-manner. I was panic ſtruck, and 


burſting into tears, promiſed to con- 
fels all. 
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That's a good boy, ſaid the officer, 
ſoftening his voice; tell the truth, and 
you have nothing to fear.” The re- 
_ corder then ſeated himſelf on the ſtone 

bench to take the inventory, and de- 
ſired me to give an account of my 
maſter's effects. Sir, ſaid I, my maſter 
informed me, that he had a fine piece 
of land to build upon; and beſides 
that a dove houſe, rather 1 in need of 
r to be ſure, he ſaid, 


ſe Well, ſaid the creditors, 5 883 | 
this may not be very valuable, it 1s 
enough, however, to pay us.” But 
in what part of this place is the land 
and the dove-houſeſituated ? ' demand» 
ed the regiſter. | 


It is not in this place, fir, (ſaid I) it 
is in his own country. So, ſo, replied 
al at once, We are finely off. Pray, 
continued 
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continued the regiſter, of what coun- 
try is your maſter ? He told me, re- 
plied I, that he was of Old Caſtile. 
The officer of juſtice and the recorder 
burſt out a laughing at this reply, and 
ſaid to thoſe who had fetched them, 


we need make no further enquir7 ; 


this is enough to diſcharge the debt, 
however great it may be. The neigh- 
bours then informed them that I was 
a poor ſimple boy, who had only been 

a few days with tlie ſquire, and Who 


was as ignorant of his circumſtances as 


themſelves; Alas! added they, the 
poor child has dome every day to us 
for charity; ; we gave him all the aſ- 
ſiftance in our power, otherwiſe he 
muſt have Vern ſtarved, FT 


3 Wha they found Twas innocent, 
they no longer threatened” me; but 
the creditors did not get off ſo eaſily, 

„„ 8 
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for the officer and regiſter began to- 
. enquire about payment for their 
time. 


The creditors ſaid, that as there 
was nothing found in the houſe, and- 
therefore nothing to do, they could 
not claim any thing for their trouble. 
The others aſſerted, that they had 
leit buſineſs of great conſequence 
elſewhere, and would be paid for loſs 
of time to attend them. High words 
aroſe ; at length the officers ſeized the 
old quilt that belonged to the wo- 
man, and gave it in charge to a bai- 
liff, who happened to be paſſing by; 
but though it was not a very heavy 

load, all choſe to alſiſt in carrying it 

off; each took hold of a part, and 
began to play at the devil take the hind- 

moſt. I looked at this diverting ſcene 

till l was tired, then took myſelf off. 
I know 


* 
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4 wo not how it ended, but this 1 
know, that all ought to have been 
ſatisfied; for if they held faſt, each 
would have a bit; the old quilt not 
being in a condition to reſiſt 
violent efforts. 


= Thus was J 3 Cm my 
third maſter.; and my deſtiny ſurely - 
was rather ſingular. We every day 
hear of ſervants who leave their maſ- 
ters, but 1 believe am the firſt ſervant 
whoſe maſter ever left him. 
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CHAPTER XVII. | 


Lazarillo enters into the Service of « a Marchant of 
| forged Bulls, | 


"HAD now to ſeek a fourth maſter. 
- Fortune preſented : me” with one, 


' Whom I found to be a" manufacturer 
of bulls: It was not his modęſty that 


inclined hi in tagibe the credit of them 


ts his Helmeſs. I leave my readers 


to gueſs his motive. If ever there 
was a compleat villain, it was him. 


Never was man more calculated for 
the trade he purſued, of making a 


market of the moſt ſacred things; . 
and of finding out the means of im- 
poling on the world. 


When be: arrived in any town-to 
diſpoſe of his bulls, he went imme- 
* 


WW; 
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diately to viſit the curate or 'vicarsy ® 
theſe he engaged in his intereſt, by 
making them preſents of the fineſt 
fruits he could get, peaches, melons; : 
and citrons, or ſomething reliſhing® . 
for their table. He knew how to re- 
commend himſelf to theſe gentry Ant 
they in return recommended him, 
by aſſembling the br mrs to take 
his 1 e 3 & 215, len 5 * 
© ee RBI is 
815 y Blaſter, Fetore he entered into 
Particular converſation with his cuſ- 
tomers, always conſidered his ground 
well. If they were intelligent people, 
he took care not to broach his EA dhtr, 
but paid his compliments! in Spaniſh; 
but ifhe found his heifers were 1gno- 
rant; or one more celebrated for riches 
than genius, he then aſſumed the 
ſcholar, and harangued thenr With a 
dee of gibberiſn, Which he 
"Yor. I. VVV 


* 


* 
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paſſed off as Latin; it might as well 
have been called Greek; for ſuch it 
VvVould have ſeemed to thoſe who un- 
5 gerſtood Latin. | 


2 ©: 


Ik. my SG ln: he could not 
Alpole of his bulls by fair means, 
2 made no ſcruple of having recourſe 
t foul; and the want of invention 
was not among the number of his de- 
| . „ I ſhould never have done, 
W . were I to relate all the artifioes he 
made uſe of to attain his purpoſes 
- , while I was with him; one ſpecimen 
£4 will be ſufficient, 1 think, to ſhew his 
knavery and wickednels. 


* 


The 4 os this act lay! in a town 
in the neighbourhood of Toledo. He 
had preached in favour of his bulls 
for three or four days, without his 

= 1 pal. ſucoeſs; u his former arti- 
fices 


804 * 


| : * 
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fices to promote their ſale were em- 
ployed in vain; he was enraged, and 
wiſhed himſelf and all the pariſh at 
the devil a thouſand times; part of 
his wiſh was granted, I believe; for 
his highneſs ſeemed to accept his wil- 
ling votary, and to give a proof of his 
protection to my maſter, inſpired him 
with the trick he played: 


He ſignified to the people that he 
was going to quit the place, and ſhould 


publiſh che bulls for the laſt time on 


the Re ns ys 

2 Hehadan 3 of chi with him, 
who was an accomplice on the occa- 
ſion. After ſupper they went to cards; 
and pretending to quarrel u pon ſome 


Point of the game, began to give one 
another ver * foul "OO 


Hg My 
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My maſter called the officer a knave; 
he, in return, told him he was a cheat; 
one ſeized a candleſtick, the other a 

ſword: ſuch a noiſe enſued, that the 
landlord and neighbours all poured in 
to know the cauſe, and to ſeparate 
them, which laſt appeared to be a very 
difficult matter; for, by the efforts 
they made, one would have thought 
they were bent on deſtroying each 
other. Their tongues, however, were 
at liberty, and they exerciſed it; the 
officer continually repeating that my 
maſter was a cheat, and fabricated the 


| | bulls he wanted to diſpoſe of. Find- 


ing they could not accommodate the 
quarrel, the byſtanders took the officer 
to another houſe, and my maſter was 
left at the inn; ſo irritated did he 

ſeem, that they no longer attempted 
to appeaſe him, but went their way; 
nnd we took ourlelves to bed, The 


next 
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next morning my | maſter went to 
church; the bell was rung to aſſemble 
the people to maſs, and hear a ſermon 
to exhort them to receive the bulls. 
The quarrel had made ſuch a noiſe in 
the place, that it excited an univerſal 
curioſity in the neighbourhood to ſee 
my maſter. The church was crouded; 
and all preſent, I believe, had their 
ſuſpicions about the bulls. From 
what I heard whiſpered, I thought 

our affairs in ſuch a bad ſituation, that 
if I could have found a favourable 
opportunity, I ſhould certainly have 
communicated - my apprehen to 
my maſter. ; 

This famous delegate mounted the 
pulpit, and began to preach in an 
animated manner on the great ad- 
vantages that would attend his hearers 
from their taking his bulls; and ex- 
H 3 horted 
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horted them not to attend to the 
ſcandal of evil- minded perſons. In 
the midſt of his diſcourfe, the officer 
entered the church by the great door; 
after having ſaid a prayer to himſelf, 
he raiſed his voice, and addreſſed the 
congregation in the following words. 
« Worthy people, I beſeech you to 
give attention to what I am going to 
ſay ; 1 ſhall not detain you long; but 
what I have to impart is of the utmoſt 
importance. When you have heard 
me, you will judge whether yon ought 
to give any credit to this pretended 
delegate.” Obſerving that the audi- 
ence were attentive, he proceeded. 
« Having ſuffered myſelf to be ſe- 

duced by that impoſtor who is now 

_ preaching to you, he took advan- 

tage of my weakneſs, to induce me 

to favor his impoſition, and offered to 
mare the profits with me ; but hap- 


pily 
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pily for my ſoul I have feen my error. 
I repent the injury I have done to 
others, and intended to do you. In 
_ conſequence of this repentance, I here 
declare publickly that the bulls he 
recommends to you are fictitious; that 
they are made by himſelf ; and 1're- 
queſt each and all of you to bear wit- 
neſs, that I now renounce all con- 
nection with the deceiver ; that if he 
ſhould be hereafter taken up and 
puniſhed, I may be juſtified in having 
quitted him, and PR A in 
en 


* 


— 


Having . his Aiſcourſe, | 
ſome of the better kind of people-who 
were near him, would have puſhed 
him out of the church, in order to 
prevent a ſcandal being thrown upon 
the cloth; but my maſter prevented 

them, and deſired they would give 


N 4 his 
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his accuſer the hearing. As he con- 
tinued his ſilence, the preacher added, 
if he has any thing elſe to ſay, let 
him proceed. The ſergeant replied, 
that he could produce many more 
charges, but he had brought enough 
for the preſent. Upon which the de- 
legate, placing himſelf on his knees 
before the pulpit, and raiſing his 
hands and eyes to heaven, ſaid, Holy 
St: Francis, who ſeeſt all that is done 


on earth, and to whom nothing is im- 


-poſlible;- I beſeech thee to make uſe 
of the power given thee to clear up 
my innocence ; for thou knoweſt how 
| 8 Jam accuſed. I pardon the 
poor wretch the injury he would do 
me, and beg thy forgiweneſs of him; 
but as he may hurt the holy cauſe in 
which Kam engaged, I earneſtly im- 
plore thee to employ ſome miracle 
to undeceive thoſe here preſent, who 
_ „ $i may 
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ma hive been biaſſed by his declara- 
tion to reject theſe bulls; and if Lam 
the deceiver, I beſeech thee-to cauſe 
this pulpit to ſink ten fathom deep 
into the earth, and that I may not 
ariſe from it. If he is the impoſtor- 
and inſtigated by the devil, raiſes this 
falſehood only to prevent theſe good 
people from profiting by the bene- 


fit offered to them, I beſeech- thee 


to puniſh him in ſuch a manner that 
his wickedneſs be nn to all * 
ent | 


My pious . had ſcarcely finiſh- 
 edtheſe words, e er the knaviſh officer 
fell on the ground, and that with 
ſuch violence that I thought he muſt 

have cracked his ſkull.. He then be- 
gan to kick and plunge, making the 
moſt horrid contortions, and writhing 
his body as if in all the agonies of. 

convulſions. 
M5 --- 
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The whole congregation were ſo 
aſtoniſhed, that at 'firſt they ſeemed 
to be ſtruck dumb; but this filence 
Toon gave way to a hundred different 
noiſes, ſo that they could hardly hear 
each other ſpeak ; ſome pitied his ſuf- 

ferings, and prayed for mercy on 
him; others leſs compaſſionate, ſaid 
he was properly ſerved, and deſerved 
an exemplary puniſhment for the 
penn he . uttered. | 


Some of the moſt nen part 
of the audience took hold of him; 
one ſeized his arms, another his legs; 
and never did vicious mule give ſuch 
malicious kicks as this fly knave. 
There were above twelve men who 
attempted in vain to hold him; and 
when he got a leg or arm looſe, woe 
to them that were within reach = 
it. 


- 


- Dive 
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During this time my maſter con- 
tinued on his knees, ſeemingly ſo en- 
tranced by his devotions, that even the 
noiſe which was made could not diſ— 
engage him from his * 


Some ond dernde went up to him, 
and by dint of pulling him and ſcream- 
ing in his ears, at length drew his at- 
tention, They beſought him to have 
pity on the poor wretch who was 
dying; to forgive him, ſince his puniſh- 
ment was ſo great; and that if by any 
means it were in his power to relieve 
him from his ſufferings, be n * 
the love of Wr 40 it. l. 2 


The pious. i as if anda | 
from a dream, looked at them, then 
at the ſerjeant and furrounding croud, - 

and in an humble tone proceeded to ſay, 
wat it was uſeleſs their application to 

v H 6 him, 
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him, for he hadno- Power to withdiaw 
the puniſhment; . but he would moſt 


willingly-join them in prayer, that 
the ſufferings might be alleviated. 
He then deſcended from the pulpit, 


and kneeling by the ſide of the ſer- 


jeant, deſired the congregation” to 
follow his example, which they did; 
he then uttered the following prayer. 
„Holy St. Francis, we humbly be- 
ſeech thee to have pity on this miſer- 
able offender ; and if thou haft for 


the puniſhment of his fins permitted 


the devil to poſſeſs him, baniſh the 
evil fpirit, and reſtore the poor wretch 
to his ſenſes and health.” After this 
Prayer (in which all joined) my maſ- 


ter recited ſome others, in a manner 


that drew tears from all the devots ; 
he then placed the bulls on the head 
of the ſerjeant, who became quiet - 
immediately , and recovered his ſenſes 

mi | as 


_ 
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perfectly in a ſhort - time. When 
this was accompliſhed, he threw him- 
ſelf at the feet of the delegate, and 
begged his pardon for the calumny 
he had uttered ; he ſaid it was the 
devil who inſpired him, in order to 
prevent the diſtribution of the bulls, 
which he wiſhed the good people pre- 
fent not to have the benefit of. 


My maſter, upon this confeſſion, 
forgave him, and again took him 
into favour. This affair made ſo much 
noiſe, and the bulls ' got into ſuch 
credit, that there was not a foul ſcarce 
in the place who did not apply for 

them. Huſbands and their wives, 
men and women, ſervant men and 
ſervant maids; in ſhort, there were 
but few of the more enlightened 
poopie who . the nn 


The 


The news of this pretended miracle 
was circulated to all the neighbouring 
villages, ſo that when we arrived there 
we had no occaſion to preach ſermons, 
or even go to church ; the people 
came in as great.crouds as if they 


had been pears that were dif poſed of 
_ 50 ft 
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I own that I was deceived as welt 
as others. at firſt ; but the jokes that 
I heard between my maſter and his 
friend en the fubjeR, after, let me 
into the ſecret, and I was then ap- 
priſed of the conſummate wickedneſs 

of this diſtributer of - bulls. From 
that time I conceived ſuch a horror 
for him, that I reſolved to quit him, 
which I did ne ſoon after. 


w nw CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XVIIE, 


Lazarillo * into the Service of | a Painter ; be- 
comes Clerk to an Offcer of Juſtice: and ofter- | 
wards Cryer. 


I THEN placed myſelf with a great 
painter, where my buſineſs was to 
grind colours ; but I was ſoon tired of 
this ; and as I was now grown tall, I 
thought I ought to look out for ſome 
occupation more uſeful and ſuitable to 
my age. One day that I wentto church, 
I was accoſted by a chaplain ; he aſked 
me if I wanted a ſervice, for he liked 
my looks, and would employ me, if 
I was willing? I conſented, and en- 
tered his ſervice; he gave into my care 
an als, four barrels, and a whip, with 
which I was to fell water in the 
town, 


Thie 
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This was my firſt ſtep towards 
comfort. We ſettled matters thus. 
1 gave thirty maravedas every day 
to the chaplain, excepting Saturdays, 
when he allowed me the profit of my 
labours; and belides this, I was per- 
mitted to keep all I gained over and 
above the thirty maravedas. I con- 
trived ſo well with this, that at the 
end of four years I was worth enough 
to purchaſe myſelf, at the pawn- 
| brokers, an old ſuit of clothes that 
were clean and neat, and. an ancient 
| ſword, of the faſhion. of Roland's 
days. Finding; myſelf ſo. ſpruce, 1 
reſigned to my maſter the aſs and all 
the paraphernalia, giving him to un- 
derſtand that I wiſhed to better my 
fortune, and took my leay . 


I then got into the ſeryice..of an 
offioer of juſtice, who employed me 
| | as 
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as his recorder; but I did not like this 
ſituation. I was not endowed by na- 
ture with the qualities required 1 in it: 
for one night that we were in purſuit 
of ſome rioters, we were ſet upon by 
a parcel of rogues, who had taken 
ſhelter in a place through which we 
paſſed; they knew us, and began to 
employ ſticks and ſtones without any 
mercy. My maſter was fool enough 
to make up to them ; for my part, I 
took to my heels, and convinced them 
I knew how to uſe them. I ſoon bid 


adieu to the officer, and proceeded to 


ſeek ſome employment which would 
permit me to live in peace, and lay 
ſomething by to ſupport me in my 
old age. Thank heaven I have got 
one that i is both Ri and OP 
. | 
Some e people of a who in- 
| tereſted 


rr 
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tereſted themſelves for me, procured 
me a royal poſt. I was ſome time in 
getting it to be ſure, and was obliged 
to run about a great deal; but it was 
worth while; for I knew that my for- 
tune could only be made by ſuch a 

ſituation. At this time, therefore, 
. my good readers, I perform the of- 
fice of er yer, at your ſervice. My em- 
ployment conſiſts in, giving notice 
throughout the town, where the beſt 
wines are to be ſold; enquiring after 
all loſt things; I give notice of ſales; 
accompany the condemned to the 
place of execution, acquainting people 
by the way with their good qualities. 
In a word, I am a public cryer. This 
buſineſs ſuits me ſo well, and I ſucceed 
ſo well in it, that I get all the employ- 
ment ; nobody thinks of applying 
but to Lazarillo de Tormes ; if they 
do, my have little hope of ſucceeding. 


CHAP. 7 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
Lazarillo marries the Servant of a Corrrgidor. 
Proves a Soar en Husband. 


1 HAVE the honor to be employed 
by the corregidor, who is an old 
bachelor. Finding me a good ma- 
nager, and of an eaſy diſpoſition, 'he 

married me to a favourite ſervant ; 
recommending me to treat her well, 


as her faithful ſervices had intitled 


her to his regard; and as I behaved, 


ſo ſhould IJ be rewarded by his pro- 
tection and favour. I thought I could 
not do better than accept his propoſal. 
I therefore married, and do not re» 

pennt. 1 
My wife is an excellent manager, 
and the noble corregidor gives me his 
| aſſiſtance 


| 
. 
ö 
4 
| 
| 
| 

| 


to attend t. to their chatter. 
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aſſiſtance and protection. I receive 


from him every year to the value of 
a load of corn. He often ſends us 
pieces of beef, loaves, and gives me 


| beſides, all his old clothes. He has 


hired us a {mall houſe cloſe to his 
own, and we dine with him almoſt 
every Sunday and holiday. 


But happineſs ſeldom comes un- 
mixed; our peace was for ſometime 
diſturbed by evil tongues, which in- 


| ſinuate very ſcandalous things, becauſe 


my wife, who is very handſome, goes 
to dreſs our patron's dinner ſome-, 


times, and ſets his room to rights. 


Heaven help the ſcoffers! and may 
they know the wrong they are guilty 
of towards honeſt people. For my 
part, I am very well ſatisfied, ſay what 
they will ; and my wife is too prudent 


I con- 
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I 9 that at firſt, theſe things 
made me rather uneaſy; but the cor- 
regidor was ſo kind to me, he made 
me ſo many preſents, and promiſed 
me ſuch future advantages, it was im- 
poſſible he could think of doing me 
any injury; beſides, to ſatisfy me, 


he ſpoke very plainly on che * Oy 
before my wife. | 


_ « Lazarillo, my friend (ſaid this 

kind patron to me one day) thoſe 
who liſten to evil tongues, are ſure 
never to proſper. I ſay this to you, 
becauſe I hear there are impertinent 
people who affect to be ſcandalized, 
that your wife continues to do the 
little offices ſhe did for me before ſhe 
married; perhaps they may beoffici- 
ous enough to put fooliſh thoughts 
into your head; but I hope you have 
too much ſenſe to mind them. Be 

aſſured, 
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aſſured, our conduct is ſtrictly ho- 


norable. Beſides, after all, wilktheſe 


evil ſpeakers provide for you?” 


Ils am exceſſively obliged to you, ſir, 


(replied I) for all your goodneſs to 
me, and will follow your advice; to 


be ſure there are certain perſons who 
have been talking to me on this ſub- 


Jet ; ſome indeed went ſo far as to 
ſay that my wife there had three 


children by you before our marri- 


age. 


| Theſe words were hardly out of 
my mouth, before my wife began to 
make ſuch loud proteſtations of her 


| Innocence, accompanied by ſuch hor- 


rible oaths, that I expected the houſe 


to fall about our ears, ſo frightened 
was I. She then fell a crying moſt 


bitterly, uttering a thouſand curſes 


con 
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on rhoſe Who had fo falfely and ma- 
. accuſed her. | 


When I ſaw the effect x my war 


had on my poor wife, I wiſhed I had 
died rather than uttered them. But 


the corregidor and myſelf took ſo 
much pai ns to comfort her, that at 
length ſhe was pacified. I affured 
her, on my honor, that I never would 
ſpeak on the ſubject again; that to 
convince her of my confidence, ſhe had 
my full permiſſion to go to the cor- 
regidor's houſe at any hour of the 
day or night; ſo far from being vexed 
at their being ſuch good friends, no- 
thing could give me greater pleaſure. 
For I was convinced there was not a 
more virtuous woman in Toledo. 


Aﬀter this we became better Sende ; 
than ever; and whenever any body 


attempts 


8 ” 
4268 +44" THE LIE or 


attempts now to ſpeak to me on the 
ſubject, I interrupt them very quickly, 
and deſire them ſharply to mind their 
own buſineſs; that I am reſolved not 
to attend to any thing to make me 
uneaſy. And above all things, I will 
not allow any body to make a differ- 
ence between me and my wife, whom 
I love better than myſelf, and to whom 
4 gal the on a my life. 
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after having ws this amen 
to all who interfered in my affairs, 
they ceaſed to plague me; and I found 
I had adopted the męans thereby: « of 
1 in en at baue: [+ | 
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Ad re Ab with h he Qs 
mans in the ſuite of the Emperor Charles M. Fiftb. 


& the Fifth arrived at Toledo, 
lr his whole court. 1 ſhall not 
attempt to deſcribe the: entertains 
ments that were es on the oc 


ſion; they have no relation to m] 


adventures, and may be mat with 


elſewhere. The reaſon of my men- 


_ ang the ſubject, is, that during 
bis ſtay I made a numerous acquaint⸗ 
ance. As I never went out without 
a good bottle of wine, and ſome. fruit; 
as ſymbols of my profeſſion, I got 


feveral friends among the gentlemen 


of his train; and as I have the fa 
Vor. I. 1 5 


I this time the emperor Charles 


. 
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ty of making myſelf beloved, I * 
beſides theſe, ſo many other friends, 


I verily, believe if I was even to 


commit a murder, or to do ſome- 


Thing worſe, I ſhould, by their means 
get out of the ſcrape. dn 1. Abt 


pal While thoſe Germans remained 


here, I went every day to call on 


them, and conducted them to the 


houſe where the beſt wine was to be 
had; we marked our approbation of 


ic o ſtrongly, that thoſe who could 
take themſelves there, required foux 


people to take them back; and the 


beſt of the buſineſs was, that Laza- 


rillo did not pay a farthing. They 
threatened to beat me, two or three 


times, for only offering to put my 


hand in my pocket. I did not like to 
= be beat. 'Fheſe Germans are charm- 


ing people; [vas fo delighted with 
the 


W. 
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the ſociety of my new friladsihar!k 


fhould have liked to paſs the reſt of 
my days with them. Beſides paying 


my reckoning, they gave me conti-— 


nually, pieces of ham, mutton, and 
dried meats nicely ſeaſoned with 


fpice, and wine; ſo that my family 
as provided for at ming 
_ RYE omen 2d {tor 

1 enjoyed airy WE fare, hs more 
rom remembering my former wants, 
and began to be perfectly at my eaſe; 
but alas l ĩt was too ſoon interrupted · 
Huppineſs (as the proverb ſays,) is of 


Hort duration. The court left Toledo; 


my dear German friends would have 
perſuaded me to accompany them; 


promiſing to provide for me; but 1 


recollected another proverb, which 


ſays, a bird in tbe band, is ꝛuortb tuo in 
m 9 Ethankked them a thoufand 
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mes for all their kindne hn ſs, and we 
| took leave wich a willen of em- 
N COUT OHH 4 1.3 itt To We 


\s 


; + 


mw” I had 7 not ban e indeed 
it W bens, have been another affair; 1 
would then have paſſed the remain- 
der of my days among them, for it 
muſt be owned ON led a very plea- 
| mags life. b 
BY Win be Germans e 
y they had no-pride, and their hearts 
were ever on their lips; they would 
go as freely into the meaneſt public 
houſe as they would into the moſt 
magnificent palace, and would pay 
their reſpects to the ſmalleſt : cork, 
provided the wine was good. They 
and free, and have plenty of money: 


| . 


provi- 
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providence, than to meet with ome 
of: them ROOD: 1 e to; be. 


1 
N 1 Zu "67 5 « 
thirſty.” : * * v * 5 e * * * „ a a * * 5 4 WH & x { . 8 * — * JJ * 
8 as ©. * pp 8 1 OM 4 \ bt 4 48 Fm I es : > 
Xx 
! _ 


T5 {$473 


-26Byt: the, alfedtion. Tins: for. my 
wife and child, would not permit me 
to follow theſe good people. I try 
to conſole myſelf for their loſs yet 1 
know not how it is, though I have 
many friends, and am welcome where- 
ever I go, I ſeem as lonely ſinee the 
departure, of my Oo} as i. 45 
e in a 17 
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pr Rory 110 Ss ma what aol: 
become of me, but for my lntle. The. 
reſa; I ſay mine, becauſe I am now tho- 
roughly cured of the ſuſpicĩons, which 12 
once came into my head, from a like- 
neſs that ſtruck me in her counte- 
nance; for my wife, who: would not 
tell; a lie for the en, aſſured me 
1. 


J 
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it was mine, ina manner that would 


have cc A 1 ; Ce 


d the: moſt unbelieving: 


In fact, my mind is now perfectly at 


eaſe on this head; I am determined 
to paſs therireſt of my days in quiet, 
and n fortune: for. my girl. 

mn Sigg bog eds wolldt..os 7 
i 18 piobable; my good readers, 

that my adventures and my life will 
finiſli together in this place, but as 
many ſtrange things come to paſts in 


this world, if any thing ſhould hap- 


pen to me in future, worth relating, 1 
ſhall not wait till you aſk me to diſ- 
doſe it, that is provided I find you are 


pleaſed: _ what” 1 have already | 
ite {4 M1 n Bent 4 . 25141 5 
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